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EXT. DEEP FOREST- DAY

A norning mst and gentle fog hold sway over all as anot her
day begi ns.

A SLOW LAPPI NG LAKE.

A STAO C, LARGE, REDWOOD STANDS ROBUST YET MYSTERI QUS; | TS
LONER TRUNK HOLLOW FROM AN OLD BURN APPEARS GUARDED BY FERNS.

JUST ABOVE A SMALL CREEK LAYS A TW STED SNARL OF VI NES AND
SAPLI NGS AKIN TO A WLD BLIND, HOVE TO SOVE UNKNOMWN THI NG

A DARK GLEN I'S SURROUNDED BY TALL TREES ENVELOPED | N SHAGGY
MOSS W TH G ANT BOULDERS COVERED I N SOFT DARK GREEN FURLS OF
THE SAME.

GENTLE DI SSOLVE | NTO A LARCER ESTABLI SHI NG SHOT, AN | MVENSE
REDWOOD FOREST OVER WHI CH LARGE, DARK CLOUDS APPROACH

A 2ND SLOW DI SSOLVE | NTO THE OPPCSI TE SI DE OF THE FOREST, A
SMALL COMWUNI TY SITS AT THE BASE OF A MOUNTAI N.

EXT. SMALL FOREST COVMUNI TY- DAY

At the edge of town, a lone road |eads to a single snal
house. .

A boy, 10 years of age rides up on his bike.

Anot her boy pushes his bike out to neet the first.
They both ride off towards the forest.

EXT. FOREST- DAY

The boys follow a small trail into the forest when they stop
above a small creek.

They drop their bikes and descend the short distance to the
creek.

They col | ect rocks of various sizes.

They | ean on a | arge boul der and toss the rocks into the
creak.

They junp up and begin to run in opposite directions.

THE CLOUDS OVER HEAD BEG N TO RELEASE A SLOW DRI ZZLE.



One boy hears an odd sound akin to a loud, dry cricket and
peers over his shoulder to speak to the other.

BOY 1
Ch, it's starting to rain already..
Shoul d we go hone?

He hears no reply when he stops and peers around for his
friend.

BOY 1
Hey, where'd you go? This isn't funny
you know.

The boy takes a step up the enmbanknment and spots the others
bi ke still resting on its side and scratches his head.

The boy takes another | ook around then begins to cry out for
his friend.

BOY 1
Heyyyy! Were are Youuuuu?

TRANSI TI ON
EXT. SMALL FOREST COVMUNI TY, HOUSE- DAY

The boy returns to his friends house on bi ke, pensive he
approaches the front door.

He rings the door bell, his friends nother answers to which
he solemmly | ooks up at her with tears in his eyes.

She peers down with concern.
FROM A DI STANCE, WE SEE THE BOY PO NT TO THE FOREST.
The not her incredul ous, take a step outside and i medi ately
pul Il s her cell phone from her pocket and nmakes a frantic
call.

TRANSI TI ON
EXT. SMALL FOREST COWMUNI TY- DAY

A PCLI CE CAR PULLS UP AND SPEAKS W TH THE MOTHER, SOON
ANOTHER POLI CE CAR ARRI VES.

SUNSET, A NUMBER OF OFFI CERS AND VOLUNTEERS CROWD CLOSE AS
THE CLOUDS GATHER ABOVE.



HEAVY AND GRAY, THE WEATHER SHI FTS I NTO A DOMN POUR AS THE
SVALL CROAD, THE BOY AND VCOLUNTEERS ALONGSI DE THE MOTHER ALL
DESCEND UPON THE FOREST.

Nl GHT FALLS AS THEY FI ND THE LOCATI ON WHERE THE BOYS WERE
LAST.

THEY SEARCH THE SURROUNDI NG AREA BEFORE THE OFFI CERS CALL I T
OFF FOR THE EVEN NG

SHERI FF
Al right folks, Imsorry but with
this weather we cant find any scent or
tracks.

He drops his head then gestures a circle above his head.

SHERI FF
We're gonna have to call this off till
t he norni ng.

The nothers face is filled with a | ook of pure dread.

MOTHER
But ny son, he's still out here. A
al one and col d.

SHERI FF
|'"'mvery sorry Ma'am There's not nuch
el se we can do at this point.

She peers around then reaches for the Sheriff and cl enches
hi s shoul der.

MOTHER
No, we have to stay here or have
sonmeone out here in case he shows up

SHERI FF
| know how you feel m' am

He places his hand on top of hers.
SHERI FF
| m gonna have an officer post by the
trail at the edge of the forest al
ni ght, okay.

The Sheriff speaks up loud so all can hear.



SHERI FF
We'll all be back to resune the search
at first light.
EXT. SMALL FOREST COVMUNI TY, HOUSE- NI GHT

The not her stands out front her hone as the officers clinb
back in their patrol cars and | eave.

She' s soaked, her hands shake and are filled with tissues.
She watches the last car pulls away then turns her head and
stares into the forest that surround her hone.

EXT. WOODS- DAY

[ Opening Credits]

A VI EW FROM ABOVE THE FOREST AS A FOG ROLLS I N.

PUSH OVER THE FERNS AND THE MOSS OF THE FOREST FLOOR.

A LONE, YELLOW SLUG SLOWY CROSSES A 3 ANT FALLEN REDWOOD.

TI ME LAPSE- LOW TILT UP/ PEER UP, AT THE | MMENSE CANOPY OF
REDWOODS AS THE STORM OF DARK CLOUDS FLY OVER

DEEP I N THE FOREST, A DEER NI BBLES AT THE GROUND COVER | TS
SPOOKED BY AN UNFAM LI AR SOUND, PEERS UP THEN GALLOPS AWAY.

RAIN BEG NS TO FALL ON THE FOREST, THE DROPLETS CAUSE SMALL
Rl PPLES TO SPREAD ACRCSS THE SURFACE OF A CREEK

AN VAST EXPANSE OF COASTAL REDWOOD FOREST STRETCHES ON FOR
M LES, THE FOG AND RAI N TAKE HCLD.

PULL BACK SLOALY I NTO A W6 OF THE | NNER FOREST. UNDER A TREE
RESTS A WEATHERED BACKPACK AND A PAIR OF BOOTS, ONE ON I TS
S| DE.

ESTABLI SH NG SHOT OF A SVMALL TOMN AT THE BASE OF A MOUNTAI N.

A VWEEK HAS GONE BY, A REPORTER AND A CAMERA MAN RECCORD
COVERAGE FOR AN UPDATE ON THE "STILL" M SSI NG LI TTLE BOY.

TRANSI TI ON
| NT. CABI N- DAY

An ol d Tel evi sion broadcasts a report of the "M ssing" boy on
the 4 O d ock News.



T.V. WEATHER REPORTER
What was forecast to be a fairly
noderate fall day appears to be
turning for the worst.

A young man in head to toe canoufl age approaches.

T. V. WEATHER REPORTER ( CONT' D)
Met eor ol ogi sts say they cant account
for the freak stormthat appears to be
formng in the northern altitudes this
af t er noon.

A woman enters the house from outside, dressed in nornal
civilian clothing.

WOVAN
kay, | got dad and all his things
packed in the back with himin the
t ruck.

The Young man turns off the T.V.

WOVAN
You got everything you need?

He peers around then reaches for his gloves off the counter.

YOUNG MAN
That's what | cane back in for

He pockets themin his Canoufl age jacket.
The Wbman smles and takes a step closer to him

WOVAN
Be careful out there and do ne a favor
will you Zack?

ZACK
Sure mbom what's that?

WOVAN
Pl ease hel p out with your grandfather.
You know, help himinto the tree stand
and everyt hi ng.

ZACK
O course nom



WOVAN
This is probably his last tinme going
out with y'all, sotry to enjoy it.

The young man warns into a smle.

ZACK
W will nom | |love you. Imsure we'll
call you on the road.

WOVAN
Al right, thank you.

The young man hugs his nother then nmakes for the door and
heads out.

EXT. FRONT DRI VEWAY - DAY
Zack joins two other nen in their forties.

seated in the rear passenger with the door open and one foot
out is Gandpa, strong willed yet quiet and in his nore
seni or years.

They all stand around the rear of the vehicle as the young
man appr oaches.

DAD
Got eni ?

The young man briskly lifts the gloves fromhis pockets and
shakes t hem

ZACK
Yup.

DAD
Good, good. Your Uncle Frank thinks
it's just a passing weather anonaly.

UNCLE FRANK
The forecast didn't say anythi ng about
a storm

DAD

It's looking nore and nore like it's
sti cki ng around.



Dad | ooks to Uncle, aloof he shrugs it off.

DAD
Al right everyone, let's roll.

Dad cl oses the rear trunk and the three of them each find
their side and clinb in.

The vehicle's back up lights brighten, the SUV reverses out
the driveway.

The vehicle shifts gears then drives off, a gust blows strong
on the | eaves of the trees.

EXT. MOUNTAI N HI GHWAY- DAY
A gray over cast sky clouds the sunset.

Rain falls in the far distance as they turn off onto a quiet
hi ghway that heads up and into the nountains.

DI SSOLVE
EXT. MOUNTAI N H GHWAY- NI GHT

Ni ght falls as does the rain, inside everyone stares ahead
and past the w ndshield w pers.

EXT. DEAD END DI RT ROAD- NI GHT
The vehicle cones a slow stop and parks.
One by one they each slowy clinmb fromthe vehicle.

Ti me passes as they |ift the trunk, renpbve and set up a pop
up canopy conplete with side walls, a few folding chairs and
table, lanterns and finally rifles.

ZACK
It's a good thing we got a little
break in the rain, we al nbst nissed
the turn off.

Uncl e Frank nmakes hot water for coffee on a single burner gas
st ove.

UNCLE FRANK

W' ve been com ng here for years, the
three of us..

Grandpa and the two brothers exchange war m nods.



UNCLE FRANK
Still in the dark with rain, it would
have been really tough to find.

Zack peers to each anxi ous.

ZACK
Then what woul d we have done.

Grandpa and Uncle Frank grow subtle smles at each other
before they | ook to Zack's father.

DAD
Don't fret Son. There's an easy answer
to that one.

ZACK
Good, | didn't want to nmiss out on
this one with ya'll. Especially with

you here grandpa!

Agai n Grandpa and Uncl e Frank exchange warmsmles, this tine
dad joins in.

Anot her beat passes, inpatient and innocent Zack pushes for
t he answer.

ZACK
So, what is it?

DAD
MIle marker 13.

ZACK
VWhat ?

Uncl e Frank renoves a French press and coffee grounds froma
felt grocery bag on the table. He then pours sone grounds
into the press.

DAD
It's the only dirt county road on the
left, just a ways after mle marker
13.

Zack quiets and thinks to himself.

ZACK
That's why you told ne, when | started
driving. Pay attention to the mle
mar kers when you can.



DAD
Thats one of 'em

Uncl e Frank spots the water start to boil.

UNCLE FRANK
Yup, |ve broke down on the highway
out si de of town once.

DAD
Me too.

They all turn in grandpa' s direction

GRANDPA
(Ahem
Myself as well. Only in ny day, you
either had to ask a trucker to radio
hel p or you prayed you were on a
hi ghway wi th an emergency phone likely
still mles away.

Uncl e Frank nods and continues his statenment.

UNCLE FRANK
Luckily, | had caught a m e marker
about 5 mnutes prior. So | told the
tow truck | was sonmewhere about 5
m nutes past the so & so marker. He
found ne, no problem

Uncle Frank turns off the stove, renbves the water and pours
it into the French Press.

ZACK
Oh okay, cool. Good to know
Dad nods.
DAD
Yup.

After a gentle Press, Uncle Frank passes out mugs of fresh,
hot coffee to each.

UNCLE FRANK
Okay Well. How s about we go over the
pl an of attack for this evening.

Grandpa nods and passes a gentle smle at Zack



DAD
Good idea. Let's.

UNCLE FRANK
| was able to nake it up earlier this
week so | did get that tree stand
i nstal |l ed.

DAD
Oh you did, great. Thanks

ZACK
O course

DAD
Did you renmenber to nake it a little
| ower .

ZACK
| did the best | coul d.

Dad Nods as does grandpa.

GRANDPA
|"msure it'Il be fine, as long as
Zack doesn't mnd helping nme into the
tree stand.

ZACK
( Chuckl es)
O course grandpa.

DAD
Great, that's what we'll do then. Put
grandpa in the tree stand on the
opposite side.

Dad gestures with his armfully extended in a point.

Grandpa and grandson | ook at each and roll eyes.

DAD
The three of us will retrace our steps
back to this side and equidistant to
each ot her.

He t hunbs over one shoul der.
DAD

We'll all line up on the hill side and
wai t .

10.



11.

UNCLE FRANK
We' || make some calls to lure themin
If we get one, we'll close inon it
and hopefully flush them grandpa's
di rection.
DAD
(Hmm .)
Pretty sure they' Il steer clear of

canp and right into grandpa's hands.

GRANDPA
That's the plan anyways, nothing new
except how nuch help I'Il be.

UNCLE FRANK

Dad we're just happy you cane.
Dad and Zach nod.
Grandpa smles but shakes his head sideways.

GRANDPA
More |i ke how nmuch help I'l|l need.

Zack cant suppress it no matter how nuch he tries and bursts
into a | augh.

DAD
Zack.

UNCLE FRANK
My father is dealing with end of life
i ssues here and your having a |augh at
hi s expense.
Grandpa's face goes | ong.
Dad eye brows raise and nouth drops open.
GRANDPA
Yea, well. Now | see why y'all brought
me out here- to leave nme in a tree.
This time grandpa el bows Zack in the side.

Zack buckl es under the | ast one and falls to his knees in
| aught er.



12.

ZACK
(Heavy | aughter)
Bwah!
Dad, Uncle Frank and Grandpa join in on the |augh.

Zack attenpts to get ahold of himself but waves off another
fit.

Dad pants hi mon the back

Uncle frank waps an arm around his fathers shoul der and
gives hima wy, pained smle

Grandpa wi nks and returns a subtle smle.

Dl SSOLVE
EXT. FOREST, TREE STAND- NI GHT
A half moon rises on the horizon.
Time | apse- Couds swirl and rel ease a short sprinkle before
t hey bl ow over the nountain when anot her round of clouds

enter.

The four nmen descend a path in the rut of the hillside to
approach a small nmeadow with a | arge oak tree.

Grandpa hands his rifle to Uncle Frank, circles the tree
stand as Zack stops near the base of the stand.

Dad hovers near.
Grandpa takes a step near the bottomof the tree.

He gauges the | owest step of the | adder attached to the tree
stand with his arm extended and nods.

Zack takes another step closer hinself and braces agai nst the
tree.

ZACK
| got you grandpa.

Zack half drops to one knee one armaround the tree, the free
hand he extends towards G andpa.

DAD
Ri ght behind you as well dad.



13.

Grandpa grips his hand to the [owest rung and takes a sl ow
step onto his grand sons thigh.

Zack | ooks up at his Grand father with pride, when G andpa
gl ances down he nods back at him

GRANDPA
| remenber when | used to do this by

nmysel f.

Dad and Zack offer a know ng gl ance.

DAD
It's all good dad, you're doing fine.

GRANDPA
Yea, well you just nake sure you keep
your hand off ny butt.

Zack grins and shakes his head at Dad.

Grandpa rai ses his other hand higher and attenpts to lift his
first foot on the the | owest step of the | adder.

GRANDPA
(G unbl es)
Get up there, | don't need this to get
any nore enbarrassi ng!

Grandpa hal f stunbles the second foot approach onto the
| adder .

Zack and dad both attenpt to support G andpa w th out
t ouchi ng his ass.

Grandpa gives a fast glance down at them

GRANDPA
Hey now

Zack again near bursts into |aughter.

GRANDPA
What did | just tell you!

DAD
Dad st op!

Zack cant hold on and | ets another round of |aughter out.



ZACK
Grandpa stop! I mnot gonna be able to
help you if you do fall. I'll be too

busy | aughi ng.

Zack waves his free hand in the air.

ZACK
Plus you're gonna nake ne scare away
any hopes of a buck wal king into our
site tonight.

GRANDPA
Awe, you're all no fun

14.

Granda waves a barely free hand at themthen slowy he

resunes up the | adder two nore steps.

Grandpa soon finds his way into the seat in the tree stand

built in the crown of the tree.

Uncl e Frank noves cl oser and hands the rifle to Dad,

he hands it carefully up to G andpa.

UNCLE FRANK
You good dad?

GRANDPA
Yup, just fine.

ZACK
Sure you don't want ne to hang out
wth ya down here?

G andpa wai ves them of f.
GRANDPA

How s about y'all don't worry about ne
and let's get this show on the road.

Zack lifts his eye brows at Dad and Uncl e Frank.

DAD
Alright then dad if you have your
radio, we'll check in every thirty

m nut es.

in turn

Grandpa noves a bit above to situate hinself and his rifle.



15.

ZACK
Check back in a bit grandpa.

GRANDPA
Y all be careful

UNCLE FRANK
Al right dad.

Dad waves to G andpa.

The three nmen return across the small neadow and back up the
rut in the hill side.

IN THE PERI PHERAL HI GH I N THE SKY ABOVE, A GLON NG VH TE
LI GAT PARALLEL'S THEM UP THE MOUNTAI NSI DE

EXT. H GHER MOUNTAI N SI DE- NI GHT

A SKI NNY STRETCH OF MEADOW | S SURROUNDED BY THI CKETS OF TREES
AND BUSHES.

A MOON RI SES ABOVE THE MOUNTAI NS BRI GHTENS THE DARKNESS.

Al'l appears still and quiet, a hunting blind is hidden next
to a tree nearby.

Behind it sits Uncle Frank, he blinks at the increase in
nmoonl i ght .

Next he leans to see the noon then pulls back his canmoufl age
sl eeve and checks his watch.

Uncl e Frank peers across and down the ridge at his brother.

Dad stares out attentive to the sounds in the distance, it
takes hima beat before he feels his brothers stare.

He nods at his younger brother, in turn Uncle Frank taps at
his wist then holds up two hands totaling 10 fingers and
silently nouthes the sane.

UNCLE FRANK
(Mute)
Ten o' clock
Uncl e Frank nods at the noon rise and gives a thunbs up.

Dad | ooks up and spots the noon rise, peers out and around at
the nore noticeable details in the darkness.



16.
Fart hest down the ridge Zack takes notice of his famlies
novenent beneath the noon |ight.

Over his shoulder an oW hoot's, a second later a small stick
cr acks.

Zack's squints his eyes and slowy turns to face the sounds.

Back up the nmountains side Dad and Uncl e Frank both stop and
turn toward the sound.

Anot her sound is heard as sonet hi ng pushes through the brush,
a white spotted doe presses further into the clearing.

She stops, sniffs at the air then caul ks her head in a nunber
of directions.

After a beat she takes nore steps forward.

Zack recognizes its a female deer and sighs, a little too
| oud.

The doe hears Zack's exhale, it quickly snaps its ears and
eyes in his direction.

Dad spots the doe, Uncle Frank spies froma di stance poi sed
over his rifle his browto the scope, he rel axes.

Arifle shot cracks across the quiet nountain in the night.

The Doe turns and imediately springs off in the opposite
di rection.

Zack stands up and throws a curious |ook at his father.
Uncle Frank and Dad rise fromtheir positions.

Dad steps fromhis cover, Uncle Frank too.

Uncle Frank & Dad in a sprint converge with Zack.

Thunder crackl es over head.

The Radio lights up with a Channel 02 on its display in
green, Dad presses firmy at the side button and puts the
radio to his nouth.

He stops and listens as he |ifts it toward his ear.

A second later he puts it back to his nouth slowy.
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DAD
Pops you there, over?

He Iifts the radio.
Anot her volley of thunder sounds, a slowrain begins to fall.

DAD
Hey Pops?

A curious expression turns to worried on Dad's face.

DAD
Are you alright, over?

Dad | ooks to Uncle Frank, he raises his brows back at Dad.
They both nod to each ot her.

UNCLE FRANK
(Clears throat)
Let's nove then

Al three turn toward the tree stand and make off into the
m sty tree |ine.

EXT. FOREST, TREE STAND- NI GHT

The three nen descend the sane | ower clearing towards the
tree stand.

Each sl ows as they approach the tree stand, Zack takes his
| ast steps only a few feet away fromthe tree.

Uncl e Frank is close behind Zack.

Dad stops several feet away and appears to take heed that
Grandpa is not in the tree stand first.

He carefully scans the area when he spots grandpa's rifle set
against the tree. Hi s eyes dart about the surroundings for
cl ues of any ki nd.

DAD

(Quietly)
Stop right there.

Zack stops and peers around, Uncle Frank worriedly turns to
| ook at Dad.



18.

DAD
Try not to nove around too much. |'m
trying to spot his tracks.

Zack stops and stands erect, Uncle Frank peers around the
base of the tree fromwhere he's at.

UNCLE FRANK
Thats just it.

Zack | ooks to Uncl e Frank perpl exed.

Uncl e frank renoves a small flash light froma pocket within
the chest of his jacket and clicks it on.

DAD
VWhat ?

Uncle frank shines the light all around the base of the tree
and out ward in the obvious directions.

UNCLE FRANK
| don't see anything.

ZACK
There, behind the tree on the ground
is Grandpa' s boot.

Uncl e Frank and Dad both step forward.

UNCLE FRANK
VWhat t he..

Dad pulls his flashlight out and clicks it on.

Uncl e Frank | eans down and picks up the boot, its untied
ot herw se undamaged.

Dad shines the flash light around the base of the tree near
where the boot | ays.

DAD

There's got to be sonme foot prints
her e sonewhere?

Zack peers to his Dad worri ed.

Dad takes a few steps closer and points his |ight dowm at the
ground and at the base of the tree where one and a half boot
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prints remain fromwhen G andpa approached the tree stand.
Zack | ooks to his father for any indications.

Behi nd him Uncle Frank shines his flash |light back up the
tree, soon followed by dad's Beam of |ight.

When Uncl e Frank incidentally shines his own further into the
canopy, a noise is heard.

Sonet hi ng noves through the canopy, several |eaves fall when
a tree branch cracks.

Fromthe sanme vicinity an odd insect like clicking is heard.
The three nen's attention is drawn, they each listen intent.

UNCLE FRANK
VWhat the fuck was that?

Zack is obviously frightened by the sounds, he stands rigid
and fixed.

DAD
What ever that was doesn't matter,
only that we find Pops!
Zack slowy peers at his father.

ZACK
Dad, where is G andpa?

Zack shines his light back at the tree.

DAD
| don't know but we're gonna' find
hi m

UNCLE FRANK

How do you propose we do that?

DAD
|"mnot.. entirely sure.

He shines his light around at the nearest perineter of trees.
DAD
We'll split up yet stay within eye
si ght and ear shot of each other.

Zack nods back at his father and gl ances to Uncle Frank, he
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sighs and wpes the rain fromhis eyes and face.

DAD
Just keep your eyes out for foot
prints, tracks, blood, the other boot!
Hel | anything at this point.

UNCLE FRANK
Yea, kay.

Uncl e Frank nods his head but appears to feign any hope.
Dad raises his eye brows and nods to Zack.

DAD
We'll find him If we have any
problem we'll |eave canp for him but
go to the authorities for help in
thirty to forty five m nutes, okay.

Zack fights back tears and to dips his chin then lifts his
head so he can help with the search

ZACK
kay.

They each dawn flash |ights and break off into the
surroundi ng forest.

DAD
(Rai ses voice)
Pops!

Uncl e Frank quickly nmakes it for the tree line, frantic he
scans high and loww th his flash |ight.

UNCLE FRANK
Pops!.. Wiere are You?

Zack's take several feet in his own direction then cups his
hands to his nouth.

ZACK
G andPal . .

He takes a second step to his left.

ZACK
G andpa!

TRANSI TI ON
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EXT. Al RBNB CABI N- DAY
The sun breaks through openings in the clouds.

A large, quiet, cabin is surrounded by various sizes of
redwoods. 2 vehicles crowd the driveway.

| NT. Al R BNB CABI N- DAY
| nsi de the door shoes and boots line the entry way.

A junbled line of suitcases stagger fromthe door to the
ki t chen.

Cheerful voices are heard from around the corner.
| NT. AIRBNB CABI N, LIVING ROOW DAY

Five long tine friends in their early thirties, shuffle into
a large living roomw th vaulted ceilings and | arge w ndows.

BEN
Huh, Eh? Not bad, eh!

THE GROUP
Ane. Awe!

One anongst them | eads the group.

Ben pushes past the living roomand towards the French doors
t hat open out onto the back of the cabin.

BEN
|"ve only seen photos of this place.

Been peers around.

BEN
It | ooked epic!

May a quiet, perceptive and intelligent young lady circles
t he couch and reaches for the renote fromthe coffee table.

She points the renote, the television cones to life.
BEN
.1 couldn't wait for us all to find
out toget her.

May pushes a second button, the volunme instantly drops to
barel y audi bl e.
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She clicks to the nenu, finds the | ocal news channel and
pushes enter.

Everyone steps closer to the back doors, the pleasant day
out si de and Ben beckon them further.

The T.V shows a news broadcast with an "Update on a M ssing
Hunter", that vani shed several weeks ago.

NEWS ANCHOR
A Mystery surrounds the body that was
finally discovered in a previously
searched ar ea.

May follows the group outside.

NEWS V. O
"There were no signs of anim
predati on. The coroners office reports
t he cadaver showed signs of advanced

agi ng".
EXT. Al RBNB CABI N, REAR PORCH DAY
The group of friends all step onto a wap around wood deck.

It's conplete with Bbq grill, a large glass table and chairs,
dart board and spiral staircase down to the back yard.

They each cross the porch to find their own vantage of the
dense, fern clustered nmeadows beneath the forest of towering
trees.

BEN
I"'mglad to admt, this place is even
nore incredible than | inmagi ned.

Ki m and Ryan approach Ben.

KI'M
You did good Ben. This place is..
amazi ng!

Kima pretty, bubbly, young woman is the first to proudly
descend the steps in to the quaint back yard.

KIM
( Chuckl es)
Hah. This is quite something!
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Ryan, an introverted yet witty individual stops and puts his
hand on Ben's shoul der.

RYAN
Yea, man. Thanks for pulling this off.
This is Epic!

A nountain side of trees surround the property.

From the canopy birds and crickets chirp as the shadows grow.
Joel stares up at the dense cover of trees.

He smles at May with raised eye brows.

Overgrown branbles |line the |ush back yard.

JCEL
|'ve never.. seen anything |Iike this!

A grass neadow |ined with flower beds of herbs, wild flowers
and fruit trees dot the yard.

A cobbl e stoned path through the neadow |l eads to a fire pit
with a bundle of firewod off to the side.

BEN
Wait "till you see the places we're
gonna visit tonorrow.

One by one they turn and |isten to Ben.

BEN
The Worl d Fanous Fern Canyon,
waterfalls and the G ant Tree. A
Coastal Sequoia that is over 360 feet
tall!

May smles as she foll ows behind Joel.
She pauses enanored by the nountain side of lofty trees.

MAY
| read the weat her here changes
frequently?

BEN
Yea, | guess. | came here a couple
times as a kid with ny famly. |
al ways wanted to cone back
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May hol ds her phone in front of her.

MAY
The forecast for this time of year
says it's usually foggy in the norning
and at night with a chance for rain,
nost eveni ngs.

BEN
Huh? | guess you're right.

Ben scratches his head.

BEN
Come to think.. It was foggy, gray or
rainy every day we were here!

JOEL
( Chuckl es)
Hah.

Ryan rai ses his eye brows at Ben conbined with a wy smle
before he gl ances at Joel and May.

KI'M
As long as it doesn't pour, I'min!

Kimfeigns a smle |large at Ben that softens as she catches
t he ot hers.

BEN
|"msure it will be fine. W had so
much fun, we hardly even noti ced!

Kl M
(For ces | augh)
Hah! Huh.
RYAN

(Hal f 1 aughs)
Hah. Awe, okay.

Ki m makes eye contact with Ryan.
Ryan holds his curious smle and shrugs back at her.

KIM
So what about tonight?

RYAN
Yea, fearless |eader. What do you have
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up your sleeve for us this evening!
Joel peers around and smles at his surroundi ngs.

JOEL
Shoot, Im happy with what we have
here. Good people, nature..

MAY
Afire pit!

Each turns to see May as she descends the steps and joins the
group.

BEN
In fact, that is the idea.
KIM
Well, it's a good thing |I stopped by
t he di spensary.
RYAN
Me too.
BEN

That's not all we have in store.
They peer around at each ot her curi ous.

BEN
Hah ha, this won't be |ike Cancun.

May and Joel catch eyes then quickly | ook away.

BEN
Not conpl etely anyway.

Ki m shies, Ryan gl ows.

RYAN
(bl ushes)
E' hem

Ryan notices Kimthen gl ances away.

Kl M
(Munbl es)
VWhat a ni ght!

JOEL
Oh yea.



MAY
( Coughs)
Ahem
Ben and Ki mtake notice of May and Joels coy antics.
Ben gives an audi bl e chuckle in observation.
- BEN
(Qui ps)
Heh, ha.

Ki m shares the chuckl e and shakes her head.

Kl M
Well then, alright.
BEN
We're all friends here..
MAY
And adul ts.
KI M
Back to toni ght, Ben?
BEN
Yea, | need soneone to run with ne to
town. We'll pick up stuff for dinner

and br eakf ast .

RYAN
"Il roll.

BEN
Cool, everyone else take this tinme to
choose your roons.

KIM
Ch, alright

MAY
Uh hum

RYAN

Its first cone, first serve but sone
roons mght be two to a room

BEN
O herwise take this tinme to get to
know t he property, if you Ilike.



Ben t hunbs back towards the rear of the yard.

BEN
| was told there is a creek that
sonetines flows off the nountain just
behi nd here.

RYAN
If you do go for a wal k, take a
friend.

JCEL
That does sounds dope!

RYAN
Which is why, we would do suggest the
buddy system

JCEL
Any takers?

Joel peers fromfriend to friend.
First to Kim
KI M
|'d like to choose a room first. Get

settled, you know.

JCEL
No worri es.

Joel bl ushes at May.

JOEL
| just wanted to check it out before
dar k.

MAY

| know, know your surroundings..
Joel shrugs.

JOEL
So | don't have to wal k by nysel f?

May nods with a soft smle at Joel.

MAY
G ve ne two m nutes.

27.
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JOEL
O course.

BEN
Geat. Wll before we head out shal
we do tri-tip or pizza?

Kl M
Awe, no!

RYAN
Hah Heh ha.

JOEL

| thought you said you had sonething
special for tonight.

MAY
(Sm | es)
Yea?

Ryan hal f | aughs, Ben puts both hands up.

BEN
Alright, alright.
RYAN
Yea, don't worry. W'll see if we get
| ucky and get the tastiest things they
have.
Kl M

Fai r enough!
Ben raises his wist watch

BEN
Cool. It's just after 4:30 now. It'I]
take us at least 30 mnutes to get to
the nearest grocery store grab a few
t hi ngs and back.

MAY
So we'll plan on neeting back her for
di nner and drinks around 6: 30.

RYAN
Perf ect.
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KIM
Oh yeal Perfect tinme for nme to find ny
nest and catch sonme quick shut eye.

RYAN

Alittle beauty rest, eh?
KIM

Shh, don't tell nobody.
RYAN

| won't!
BEN

Later ya'll

May gl ances at Joel and nouths the words

MAY
"1l be right back

Joel nods back.

They all wal k back inside.

| NT. Al RBNB CABI N, LIVING ROOM DAY

Joel wal ks out front with Ben and Ryan.
Kimw nks at My.

She then runs toward the stairs and playfully pushes past My
with a stiff arm

May pushes back as they both race up and around the corner.

KI M
Quch!

Joel gl ances back at Kimand May as he pulls the door closed.

MAY
Oh, your okay!

TRANSI TI ON
EXT. Al RBNB CABI N, FRONT DRI VE- DAY

The three nen step out front together they head towards an
SW that's parked in the driveway.
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RYAN
| cant believe we were able to score
thi s house.

Ryan shakes hi s head.

BEN
| seen it pop up |like 2 years ago.

Ben shakes his head then smrks.

BEN
| even booked anot her spot but when
this came up about a nonth ago,
junped at it!

Ryan points to an enornous Redwood.

RYAN
Look at that onel

RYAN
That beautiful, bark | aden beast it's
so cl ose to us.

BEN
W're the ones in its space.
JOEL
Huh, 1've never thought about it I|ike

t hat .
Ben turns to face Joel.

Ryan gl ances over his shoul der then continues a couple nore
steps and peers up at the old gromh tree at the edge of the

yard.

JCEL
| mean we all seen trees before,
nature and n ani nal or two.

RYAN
Whol e eco systens out here dude!

JOEL
| know thats what |'m saying. W ain't
even seen nothing yet and this place
is..
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BEN
Amazi ng man.

Ryan nods, he peers around at the forest that appears as if
will swallowthemalive

JOEL
Kind of yea. | nean | really do get
t he buddy systemthing out here, fo'

real .

Joel peers over at Ryan up at the elder tree then around them
all in a 180.

JOEL

(Anxi ous)
Whew . .

RYAN

Hah, ha heh. Yea right, tell ne about
it!

Ben rubs at his tenple then strokes his beard.

BEN
Hey that rem nds ne. Being out here
and all.

Joel caul ks his head sideways in curious anticipation.

BEN
You know how it m ght be out here.

Ben t hunbs over this shoul der.

BEN
Everyone is pretty friendly nost of
the tine in these communities, unless.

Ben | owers his head and puts both hands up

JOEL
Awne, ..

Joel smirks and nods his head.
BEN

| know it's the 2020's but you know,
rural Aneri ca.
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JOEL
Trust nme, | get it. Ive been having
t hese conversations with ny parents
since | was little.

Ryan sl ows, shakes his head then closes the di stance between
them taking his |last step toward Joel .

BEN
Good. | nean no, thats..

Ben exhal es and | ooks up at Joel.

BEN
Fucki ng horrible, man.

Ryan slowy lifts his hand to Joel s shoul der.

RYAN
|"m..so sorry.

Just as gently though quicker and with sone refrain, Ryan
removes hi s hand.

JOEL
I"'mglad I've net people along the
way, to show ne sone are different.

Ryan hol ds Joel gaze then nods.
BEN
| just want you to know, youre not ny
token black friend. |'ve al ways
t hought of you as just ny friend and
nmy br ot her.

RYAN
Me too.

A warm smnmi | e washes over Joel, he nods.
Ryan and Ben nod back at him

The next beat alnost turns to awkward pause.

0)
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JCOEL
Hey um .

Joel stares between them both then back at the house with an
upwar d gl ance.

CUT TO
| NT. Al RBNB CABI N, UPSTAI RS- DAY

May slowy follows a hallway to its end and into the naster
bedr oom

Over May's shoulder in the hallway Kimis seen going from
roomto room

KIM
Grl. I have to admt this place is
pretty nice.

A single California king bed conplete with extra warm and

fluffy conforter, extra soft and large pillows surrounded by
throw pill ows.

Ki m agai n crosses the hallway behind May, slows at its
darkness and flips on the light just inside.

KI M
Oh, wow. Even the bat hroom has
mat chi ng custom fl oor s!

A warmfire place hugs the wall no too far froman extra
large television directly across fromthe bed.

May wal ks in to frame and approaches the | arge master bed,
she runs her hand across the fluffy expansive conforter.

In the next second she allows her self to fall gently back on
t he bed.

MAY
Ane!

It catches and cradles her like a long |ost friend.

CUT TO
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EXT. Al RBNB CABI N, FRONT DRI VE- DAY

JOEL
| really cant say enough.

Joel searches for the words.

JOEL
Ben, thanks man. For always trying to
pul | us, keep us all together.

Joel pauses as he considers soneone in the cabin behind him

BEN
It's not all ne. | just help put the
deposit on a cool place. Ryan handl es
all the | ogistics.

Joel and Ben | ook to Ryan.
Ryan appears sentinental .

RYAN
| just want to be able to keep us al
together. It's nostly Ben.

Joel gl ances at both.

BEN
Shoot, 1'd be far too lazy to pul
this off on ny own!

JOEL
| was sad it didn't happen |ast year
but I was glad when y'all tried again
this year.

RYAN
| know everyone i s busy doing there
own t hing.

Ben takes an audi bl e breath.

RYAN
So | don't rush it and every two
years, | reach out to Ben first then

everyone el se.

Ben exhal es a sigh and nod of nutual solidarity.



RYAN
Kind man that he is. He answers and we
start the process all over again.

35.

Joel toes a pebble in the drive before he toe kicks it back

to its place.

JOEL
Wll,.. I'mglad ya'll do.

JCEL
| don't knowif 1'd, 'ehem

Joel swallows as he finishes a vul nerabl e statenent.

JOEL
..Wuld get to see her otherw se

Ben nods.

Ryan shares the nod with them both then peers up at the

house.
RYAN
Look, truth is.. | don't know if ya'l
can tell or not but I'"ma |oner.
Joel and Ben gl ance at each other with a smle.

RYAN
Ya'll, are ny closest friends.

They all nod and | ean into each other.

Ben raises his arns and pats Joel and Ryan on the back.

BEN
| love ya'll too.

Joel puts a hand on Ryan and Bens shoul ders.
JOEL
Through thick and thin.. Ya'll ny
peopl es.
Ryan and Ben nods in agreenent.

Joel pushes off Ben and Ryan.

JOEL
But if yall dont make that tri tip
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happen, I'mno too sure.
They all chuckle as they walk in separate directions.
Ben and Ryan clinb in the SUV and Joel heads inside.
TRANSI T1 ON
| NT. Al RBNB CABI N, MASTER BEDROOM- DAY
Kimfollows May into the master bedroom

KI'M
| like your style.

Kimtakes a gentle step or two cl oser.

Kl M
Fancy a roomat e?

May slowy lifts her eyes and forns a smle.

MAY
Uhm

KIM
That way, we get it instead of give it
up to Ryan and Ben.
Kimfollows May further into the room and peers around.
MAY
| nmean maybe they should get the room
they did find the pl ace.

May tilts her head and rai ses her brows.

KIM
I mjust saying.. Those two will take 5
m nute showers and | eave pil es of

cl ot hes.
May caul ks her head and contenpl at es.

Kl M
Thats not even enough tine to enjoy
that hot tub over there. That requires
at | east 30 m nutes and sone scented
candl es.

May wei ghs her options as her head bounces left to right.
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MAY
That does sound ni ce.
Kl M
"Il tell Ben to pick sonme up at the

store
Kimturns the corner to face the bat hroom

Kl M
| mean cone on, | ook at that shower!

Wth both hands up Kimincises May cl oser.
MVAY
(in awe)
Chhh ahhh.

Kimturns to spot a Whden door around the corner!

KIM
Is that a walk in cl oset?

May | eans her head to see around the corner.

KI'M
Grl, don't get ne started. This is
ours.
May still stands in front of the bathroomsm | es and nods.
KI'M

Grl lets go get our suitcases so
don't nobody take this room

MAY
Al right should we at |east..

KIM
They said choose our room

Kimsports a wily smle.
Kl M
| f they want the room they can have
it.

May smrks at Kimand exits the room
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| NT. Al RBNB CABI N, ENTRY WAY- DAY

May descends the stairs as she hits the bottom Joel opens
the front door.

MAY
Ch, uh.

JOEL
Hey

MAY
Hey.

JOEL

Just saw Ben and Ryan off.

May nods and sm | es.

MAY
kay.

May crosses to her plain gray, no frills suitcase.

Joel

JCEL
Oh, uh here. Let nme hel p you.

attenpts to walk closer and lean in to help with the

singl e suitcase.

Joel

MAY
| got it, thanks.

gl ances up the stairs then back at May.

JOEL
Yea, you sure?

May observes Joel size her up then glances at the stairs.

Joel

MAY
| nean, | got it.

JOEL
No worries. O course you do.

nods and hangs back. .

MAY
"1l be just a m nute.
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May smles then pulls her suitcase to the edge of the stairs.

MAY
Apparently we need to lay claimto the
mast er bedroom w th our | uggage.

May | owers the tel escopic handl e of her |uggage, grabs tight
to the pull handle and Iifts it to her side.

She makes her way up the stairs.
May nears the top when Ki m approaches.

KIM
Wat ch out, com ng thru

Ki m gl ances down the stairs and smles at Joel.

KIM
Oh, a gentl eman!

Kimraises smles at May and tilts her head.

KIM
Not me girl. | already lugged this
t hing through the airport.

Kimturns back to Joel

KIM
So, if I may bother you good sir?

Ki m nakes her way down the stairs and points at the |arge
I ight pink, |eather luggage with fancy trim

May peers back at Joel.
She raises her eye brows and nmakes a point with a single nod.

May | owers her suitcase to the floor, raises the handl e and
carry's on.

JOEL
( Chuckl es)
Hmm

Kim notices the two of them squints her eyes at My then
stops at the | owest two steps.

KIM
Thank you so much
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Joel returns a nodest smle to Kim

JOEL
No worries. You know | got your back.

He |l owers the handles and lifts.

Joel mounts the stairs the briefcase an odd shape bounces off
one leg as he follows behind Kim

| NT. Al RBNB CABI N UPSTAI RS- DAY

KIM
Just alittle further.

Atop the stairs Joel stops.
JOEL
(Clears throat)
Uh huh.

He puts the two suitcases down and lifts the handles for her.

KI M
Cool thanks. | can take it from here.
Joel nods.
JOEL
(Laughs to self)
Huh.

Joel starts back down the stairs when he stops and turns back
at Kim

JOEL
WIIl you let May know I'l | be out
front. Pl ease.

Kimpulls her |uggage behind her and w thout turning around
she replies.

KIM
You got it.

TRANSI TI ON
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EXT. Al RBNB CABI N FRONT YARD- DAY

Joel approaches then reaches into his rental car and pulls
out a cigarette case.

He flips it open.

JOEL
You're all 1'll ever need.

Inside the cigarette case is a row of joints.
A | abel states Sativa on one side, Indica on the other.
Joel pulls a joint fromthe case.

He closes the case and returns it to his inside jacket
pocket .

Joel puts the joint between his |ips, renoves a lighter from
hi s pocket and sparks it.

JOEL
(Exhal es)
Avne.

Al ong puff of snoke enptes from Joel, alongside a sigh of
rel axati on.

Err cl unk!
The front door closes and Joel peers up fromhis joint.

MAY
Awe shit, what you snoking on over
t here stranger?

Joel raises one eye brow and caul ks his head.

JCOEL
Yea?

May di splays a foxy grin as she noves to Joels side, she
extends her armwith two fingers ready to receive.

JCEL
You sure, "This ain't no bamrer weed".

MAY
Pl ease, "We don't snoke that shit in
t he SLC "
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JCEL
Heh ha. Awe shit, okay Ckay.

MAY
| ' m sayi ng, you better watch out.

JOEL
| didn't even know you snoke.

MAY
There's a |l ot you don't know about ne.

Joel nods his head as takes the joint back.

He puts it to his nmouth, pulls deep then rel eases a | arge
exhal e.

JCEL
(Through exhal e)
Fai r enough.

May gl ares at Joel as snoke trails fromher nostrils.

MAY
How about that wal k?

Joel takes another hit and passes it back to May.

JCEL
For sure I'd like to check to the
trail behind the house.

MAY
Let's wal k down our street first, see
how many nei ghbors we actually have
out here.

Joel nods.

MAY
Cool .

May nods her head at the street and they wal k off in that
di rection.

EXT. Al RBNB CABI N STREET- DAY
Joel and May pass the joint as they wal k down the street.

The street continues only 100 feet further, where it ends a
dirt road bends into the distance.
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JOEL
Huh, what you think.. Keep going or
turn back already?

KIM
Hell if I know? At this point, I"lI
admt Imjust a naive city girl.

JOEL
It mght be a county road..

They stop and peer in both directions.
JOEL
Hm last thing | want to do is to
wal k down somneones private driveway.
Joel takes another hit.
MAY
How about we just walk a lil ways
further.

Joel agrees with a nod and offers her the last hit..

MAY
We can al ways turn back.

May takes a | ook at the end of the joint accepts it.

A noisy large old truck barrels around the bend and onto the
dirt road.

May qui ckly tosses the roach to the ground.

The old truck screeches to a grinding dusty halt just as it
passes them

May stops and gl ances over at Joel before she peers at the
truck side mrror.

The truck sits idle.

May squints at the truck, she shifts feet as she does she
steps on the snoking joint roach.

MAY
(Munbl es)
VWhat the actual fuck?

Cautiously May takes a couple steps forward.
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May shoots a curious glare at Joel as they they approach the
t ruck.
The Driver abruptly rolls his w ndow down.

MAY
Oh, Shit!

Inside an old man with a scruffy beard, intense eyes and a
shot gun nounted behind his seat, stares back at them

May stares back at the scruffy, old man.
Joel |eans past her and nods at the nman.
The scruffy old man takes stock of them and shakes his head.

May and Joel gl ance at each other then back too the scruffy
ol d man.

MAY
(I'nmpatient)
Yea?
OLD MAN
No, you yeal!
MAY

Huh, wait. What?
They both stare back at the old man confused.

JOEL
( Chuckl es)
Ha.

May gl ances at Joel sternly, he straightens up.

JOEL
(Clears throat)
Ehem

Joel takes a step sideways, appraises the interior of the cab
and stops when he spots the shot gun.

JCOEL
Excuse us.

Joel slowly raises his hands and hunbly engages the man's
eyes.



JOEL
We're just taking a wal k. W sure
don't nean to trespass or anything.

OLD MAN
Well ya' arel Ain't nothing down this
way but ny house.

They both gl ance down the very | ong road.

JOEL
Oh, okay, no problem W didn't know.
OLD MAN
What the hell ya'll doing out here
anyway ?
MVAY
Like we said, sir. We're just taking a
wal K.
OLD MAN
| heard you, | neant where in

tarnations did y'all come fronf

May squints at the old Man

She starts to point in the direction of the cabin.

MAY

W' re your neighbors for the week at
t he bi g Cabin.

OLD MAN

Oh christ, not another queer bunch of
t hree' s conpany!

MAY
(Surprised)
Uh.
JOEL
(Sni ckers)
Hah ha.

May again throws a rigid glance at Joel.

45.
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CLD MAN
You two shoul d be getting back.

MAY
Ckay sir. Thanks.

May turns towards Joel.
The man | eans towards them he peers at Joel insistent.
OLD MAN
It's not safe out here, especially

after dark!

She raises a hand to bl ock the sun shining fromover the
nmount ai n, inhales and nods to Joel.

Joel nods back at the A d Man.
JOEL
(Sarcastic)
Thanks.

Joel and May glare at the truck, down the dirt road then
start back towards there Cabin.

The truck's wheels kick up dirt as it takes off in the
opposite direction.

MAY
Well, that was fucking weird

JOEL
Damm right it was!

MAY
Killed ny buzz too, man!

The two of them | ook at each other and break out in heavy
| aught er.

TRANSI TI ON
EXT. Al RBNB CABI N, MOUNTAI N SI DE CREEK- DAY
Ri ver stones run the length of a small, tranquil creek.
A worman's hand di ps down and scoops one up.

May turns the rock over in her hand.
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MAY
Yea, this is nuch better

Joel and May wal k al ongsi de the creek.

JCEL
Agr eed.

May begins to give the rock a light toss in the air as they
wal k.

MAY
Yea? Well, who choose the street that
| ed straight to soneone's house?

May tosses the river stone into the air and catches it.

JOEL
How was | supposed to know?

May crosses her arnms and nods at Joel with a smrk.
JOEL
Plus, | was the one that said naybe we
shoul d turn back
To that May scoffs.

MAY
Pshaw

They continue to wal k al ong the creek.

JOEL
(Imtates voice)
Yea, you was all like, "Let's just
keep going. Qit being a punk and cone
on."
MAY
(Laughs)
Shut up, no I didn't!
JOEL
“I"'ma badd ass, | just don't give a

fuck!"
They share hysterics, My sl ows.

MAY
Hah, heh ha. | never said anything



48.

i ke that.

May turns and |lands a solid punch at Joel s shoul der.

JOEL
Ch, see! Billy badass over here.
MAY
Pl ease, | don't have shit too prove to

no one.
Joel slows and pauses before he speaks.

JOEL
No?

May's sm | e softens.

She peers away then pushes her hair to her face then gl ances
back at Joel

MAY
Huh, maybe a little.

Joel nods quietly.

JOEL
Maybe we all do, nostly to our sel ves.

Joel stares at May, squints then |ooks to the creek.

JOEL
| know Ima work in progress.

Joel fidgets, takes a breath and goes for it.
JOEL
Maybe we're just hoping soneone wl |
noti ce.

May stares ahead at the sane creek side.

MAY
Uh huh.

May gives Joel a sideways gl ance.

MAY
| admt you mght be a tiny bit right.

Joel slowy finds May's eyes.



JCEL
You, don't have to admt anything.

Joel swall ows.

JOEL
| was nostly speaking about ny self
anyway.

May peers up at Joel and sniles.
Joel attenpts a smle, shy's away then bl ushes.
MAY

No, you're right. And maybe | was
hopi ng you woul d noti ce.

May turns towards the creek and takes a step cl oser.

JOEL
| noti ced!

MAY
Did You?

JOEL

(Laughs to self)
Huh.

May stops and | ooks at Joel.
Joel puts both pal nms up
MAY
| mjust saying, Imnot Kim |Imnot one

of those type of girls.

JOEL
Good.

MAY
Good!

May takes a breath and catches Joel s eyes.

MAY
Wait, what?
JOEL
Yo', Kimis our friend and | |ove her

but I mnot | ooking for that kind of

49.



May turns her head sideways.

MAY
That's what you say now but.

JOEL
Wait do you really expect that all nen
like one kind of girl. O that I would
be the type to only go for girls that
need pi nk | eather |uggage with fancy
trinf

MAY
" mnot just tal king about Kim |'m
not even really tal king about Kim at
all.

May stops and takes breath.

Joel

Joel

does the sanme and gives her nore space.

r ol

JOEL
Just know confrontation was not ny
i ntention.

MAY
| guess but you're pretty nuch forcing
me too now.

JOEL
Forcing you to what? Adnoni sh that
we' ve both grown. That you want me to
know t hat you're not a woman who needs
catered too.

s his eyes.

JOEL
Thank christ, cause I mnot the brother
to cater to that shit either!

MAY
| just want you to know that | want to
make all my own decisions, to be free
tolive ny life. To discover things in
my own tine.
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JOEL
| get that.
Joel squints.
JOEL
Listen, Imso ... thankful (?) That You

didn't let that day defeat you.
May pauses and has to take deep breaths.
Joel swal |l ows agai n and pushes al ong.
JOEL
| " m thankful you decided not to give
up and I mproud that you even found
your fighting spirit.
A tear escapes Mays' eye.
Joel pauses.
JOEL
| guess you're right. | amsort of
forcing you.
Joel gl ances down then up at May.
May attenpts to neet Joels eyes
JOEL
Truth is, Ive been wanting to tell you

for years how | feel

May opens her nouth then hol ds back.

MAY
Joel .
JOEL
| never told you because.. | know you

needed ti ne.
Joel peers back at May, she now gl ances away.

JOEL
| didn't want you to think | only
needed you because we went through
t hat toget her

51.
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JOEL
O that | was needy or whatever or
sonme shit.

Joel | ooks around, then at My.

JOEL
| wanted to give you tinme. | didn't
want force you.

JOEL
| probably already waited too |ong.
Hell, it"ll probably never be the
right tine.

May glares at Joel in wait.

JOEL
The realest part is, | didn't want to
say anyt hing..
Joel stops and takes a step cl oser.

JCEL
Because, | was afraid |I'd | oose you if
| did.

May peers back at Joel, she searches his eyes.
JOEL
So | just held it in all these years
but I cant any nore.

MAY
| know how un fair that is. | just

JCOEL
If | never said anything and you ended
up with sonmeone el se.
Joel remains idle, vulnerable.

He peers back at her then dips one hand into his pocket for
his joint case.

May pl aces her hand over his.

MAY
St op.

Joel 1 ooks up.
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May cl oses the space between themw th a tender approach.

MAY
Thank you.

She lifts her lips to himand places a soft kiss on his
cheek.

MAY
For giving ne tine..

May repositions her self in front of Joel and gazes into his
eyes.

They find each other.
May | eans in, gives Joel a |ong hug and they enbrace.
They separate yet still My holds onto Joel and Joel to her.

MAY
For waiting, for me.

They share a m ssed |longing as they peer into each others
eyes.

TRANSI TI ON
EXT. Al RBNB CABI N, REAR PORCH- DAY
MONTAGE

A SWTCH IS FLI PPED, A STRI NG OF LARGE BULBED LI GHTS BRI GHTEN
UP THE BACK YARD.

A LIDIS OPEN THEN A STRAND OF GAS I N A BBQ SPARKS | NTO
FLAMES.

A ROW OF FAT STEAKS AND BO LED CORN I N THEI R HUSKS ARE PLACED
IN LINES ON THE GRI LL.

A BAR IS ROLLED QUT.

PLACED ATOP | S A BUCKET OF | CE, BOITLED WATERS AND A ROW OF
GLASSES.

NEXT A PLATE OF 3 LIMES;, 1 WHOLE, 1 HALVED & 1 DI CED.

LASTLY, BEN AND RYAN WALK OQUT AND SET 3 BOXES OF DON JULI O
1942 ON THE TABLE.
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TWO ARE LEFT I N THEI R BOXES.
THE LAST IS PULLED FROM | T'S BOX AND SET QUT.

BEN
|'d say that |ooks good, don't you?

Kimtakes stock of the set up as she snokes a bowl nearby.
RYAN
Are you kidding ne. |'ve been waiting
for years to go all out like this.
Kim steps forward excited!

Kl M
Holy shit! You two did go all out.

Ryan and Ben glance to Kimwith a smle.
Shy yet quick, Ryan interjects.

RYAN
W do what we can.

Ben nods to Ryan.

BEN
Ryan is being his usual nobdest self.

Ryan spots Kim squint at them
BEN

Everything is his idea. |I'mjust happy
to hel p.

Ryan shoots a piercing nod at Ben.
RYAN
More than just a pretty face, Ben al so
hel ped sponsor todays events!

Ben shakes his head in disbelief.

Kim Rai ses a brow at them joins in Ben's head shake and
grins.

KI M
Vell, all of this sure is sweet.
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BEN
Yup. That's Ryan.

RYAN
Pl ease stop

BEN
Just a sweet guy!

Ryan puts one palmto his face.

RYAN
Shut the fuck up

Ryan turns to Kimand bl ushes.
RYAN
Look in all honesty, I'msort of a
rough neck really.
Ben clears his throat nonchal ant, he chokes at Ben's words.
Ryan breaks into a grin.
RYAN
kay, probably nore of the |oner type,
but still.

Ki m shakes her head at Ryan then then | ooks over at Ben.

RYAN
Ya know, the silent, tough type.

Ryan satirizes his self as he rubs his chin.

RYAN
Loyal .. Dependabl e.

Ben tries not to |augh.
Kimrolls her eyes at the both of them
Kl M
kay M. loyal and dependable.. W'l
see?

Ben | ooks over at Ryan anused, unaware Ryan gl ances up.

May and Joel return fromthe trail through the side gate in
t he fence.
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Ryan and Kimturn to see them

RYAN
wait, Wat?

He gazes at them their clasped hands then back at everyone.

KIM

(Appr ovi ng)
Ckay, okay.

Ryan appears a bit surprised.

RYAN
Where'd y'all conme from. |overs | ane?

May throws a curious | ook at Ryan.
Ben gauges everyones response to Joel and Kim
Ben sm |l es and nods at them bot h.

He then quickly turns and checks on the grill's tenperature
and the steaks.

Ryan t hrows bot h hands up.

RYAN
( Mout hs)
Sorry, sorry.

KIM
Don't | ook so desperate Ryan.

Mout h open, Ryan clears his throat and attenpts a quick
reply.

RYAN
| mean, who isn't?

Ki m shakes her head yet reveals a smle.

RYAN
Why, you know anyone that's
i nterested?

Ki m gl ances back and chuckl es.
Kl M

Let me get back to you after a drink
or two.



Ryan scoffs yet takes it in stride .

RYAN
Oh, that hurts.

Joel and May take a few steps forward.

MAY
VWhoa!

Joel closes in on the grill.

JOEL
Bro, are you guys serious right now?

May closes in on the bar and inspects the tall,
of Don Julio, 1942 .

MAY
Oh, they're serious.

Joel peers sideways to May.
Kimgets up and approaches May near the bar.
JOEL
No shit! I'"msaying, y'all really out
did you selves with this one.

May gl ances at Kim

Kimreturns a large nod and sm | e.

Kl M
| see ya'll already pulled a bottle
fromthe box. How about we crack this
baby open?

Ben waits for an answer from Ryan with a smle.

RYAN
Pl ease do.

MONTAGE
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sl eek bottl es

THE GLASSES EACH RECEI VE A SQUARE OF | CE, FOLLOWNED BY A

HEALTHY POUR OF TEQUI LA.

THE STEAKS ARE FLI PPED ONE LAST TI ME FOR GOOD MEASURE,

BEAUTI FUL GRILL LI NES REVEAL NEAR PERFECTI ON.
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KIM LI MES EACH GLASSES' RIM THEN DROPS THE LI ME | N AND
PASSES | T TO THE NEXT PERSON

Ben

May
and

Ben
and

May

Ben

sniffs at his glass then peers at the others.

and Joel in turn take their own and swirl or sniff at it
nod.

spots Kimstill making the last two drinks when he shrugs
Puts the glass to his |ips.

sni ckers at Ben as he swallows a quick sip.

BEN
Oh fuck, that's good!

MAY
Yea?

nods as he stares down in amazenent.

BEN
Thank god this stuff is so expensive,
otherwi se |I'd probably be an
al cohol i c!

Everyone nods or | aughs.

MAY
| don't drink straight Iiquor
regul arly? Arent you supposed to chase
tequila with [ine and salt?

Kl M
No girl, this stuff doesn't even need
that shit. It's fucking top shelf, sip
it straight up or on a block of ice!

Kim sl ows and stares back at everyone.

Kl M
| mean, | don't drink it all the tine
obvi ously.
Ki mcal ns her zeal
Kl M

|'ve served it at the club a couple
tinmes and the custoners were kind
enough too, insist | try!
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Each nods back at her.

BEN
Hel | yea, thats awesone.

She takes one of the last two gl asses she nmakes and hands the
ot her to Ryan.

KIM
| would Iike to rem nd everyone.

He receives it, swirls it and takes a sniff.

KI M
Pl ease be car ef ul

Kim gl ares at each individual.

KIM
1.5 oz of this stuff is like three
| arge shots of any other tequil a.

Kimturns to face Joel and May.
Kl M
Even conpared to Patron' for you -
| ess civilized hooligans!
MAY
(Di sbel i eves)
What ?
Joel gasps and shakes his head.

RYAN
Damm that snells amazi ng.

Ryan hangs over his gl ass enanored.
Ben hol ds his gl ass up.

BEN
Wait "til you taste it.

Everyone | aughs.

They each pause and peer at each other and lift their
gl asses.

Their smles are defiant in the face of shared pain, their
nood nel | ow and nodest.
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Ryan |ift his glass, each takes notice.

RYAN
Too, those we | ost along the way.

They clink their glasses against the person next to them

JCEL, KIM MAY, BEN
To Those W Lost.

Each i ndividual pauses in their own way.
Ben | eans into his and takes the final sip already.
Ryan stare into his gl ass.

Joel holds fast to his own glass, peers at May then others
before takes a stiff sip.

Kimtakes a breath then a slow, |ong sip.

Ryan swirls it in his hands, at last he lifts it to his nouth
takes a sip. Wth a cool nod, he slowy pours out the back
hal f .

No one speaks, they all watch himin silence.

RYAN
This is for ya'll.

BEN
Here here.

Joel pours out a spot of his.

JOEL
Uh huh.

Ben tilts his glass as does Kim beside him

Joel nods, tears up then glances away.

May tilts the light anber liquid, it flows over the rim

Si de by side, one by one, they pour their drinks in nenory.
A | ong beat goes by when Ryan slowy | ooks up.

RYAN
|'d give anything. | mss you sis'.
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They each raise their heads and say a nane.

BEN
My brother, Steven

Sone say siblings, sone best friends, even cousins, teachers
and coaches.

Kl M
Cassi e

MVAY
And Kel lvy.

JCEL
Rachel .

RYAN
Mat hew.

BEN
Cor ey.

KI M
Dani el and Dani el

MAY
WIIliam

JCEL
| si ah

RYAN
John

BEN
Laur en

Kl M
And Kyl e.

They share heavy tears together as they finish the |ast of
t he nanes.

RYAN
We do Qur best to renenber CQur
friends, still the hard part remains..

Ben wal ks over, swiftly renpbves the next bottle, its seal and
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BEN
W ..live on.

HE RETURNS WTH A SW FT POUR TO EVERYONES GLASS.

Ryan agrees with a snicker

RYAN
Yes. Yes we shall.
Joel pushes through, lifts his chin and shares in the
senti nment.
JOEL
W will.
May nods.
MAY

Her e, here.

Kim | ooks at the others, w pes her eyes and joins the
pr ecessi on.

KIM
Ckay.

They lift their gl asses together.

MAY
Then, too ..Carrying on!

They toast, after each imediately sips their drink.
Ki m gl ances at Ryan.
Ryan appears to barely hold his self together.
Ki m nervous, chews at her nail.

KI'M

(Soft and torn)
When Cassie died.

Kim swal | ows and re-approaches with nore nerve.

KI'M

(Assertive)
After Cassie and Kelley were kill ed.
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Kimtakes a gasp of air to hold back tears.

Kl M
| was al ways depressed. | was al ways
sad about sonet hing..

Ryan peers at Kim

Kl M
You want to know the fucked up thing?
| realized, that | really just was nmad
at nyself the whole tine.

Ryan takes a breath and in that noment catches Kim eyes.
KI M

| just don't know why | survived that
day and they didn't.

MAY

That's not being fair to yourself.
JOEL

Yea.
KIM

Ohit isn't! | was the popular girl.

She | ooks in the face of them each and chokes down tears.

KI M
You all know, how | was.

They gl ance at each ot her.

KIM
They were ny own friends. | used to
yell at themall the tine.

Ki m breaks down and barely speaks over | oathed tears.

KIM
| told them | was going to get rid of
t hem and get entirely new friends and
make them popul ar i nstead.

May and Joel gl ance at each other.

KIM
| don't know why | said it.
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May gently smles and noves to support her.

MAY
Grl, thats just high school. W were
all ugly back then.

Joel and Ben raise innocent eye brows at each other.

Kl M
Don't you get it. This is all nmy fault
| was the popular girl.

Ben and Ryan join May in attenpting to console Kim

KIM
| picked on them Dylan and Eric.

JOEL
Not just you. There were many ot her
"cool " people and jocks that picked on
t hem .

RYAN
And many ot hers, nyself included.

Ryan | ooks down then back at everyone.

RYAN
It's not one of ny proudest nonents.
Loner agai nst loner | guess, | joked

with "emall the tine.
Ryan teary eyed stares back at Kim

RYAN
Usual |y at their expense.

Kimcloses in on her self even nore, hardly able to keep eyes
wi th Ryan.

Kl M
Did | pick on you?

Ryan doesn't inmmedi ately answer.

RYAN
You didn't, even see ne back then.

Kimlowers her head as tears well.

She returns to that time, person and place.. So many years



ago.

BEN
The point if there is one? Is, we were
all part of that system of thinking
back then

Ben gl ances to Joel .
JOEL
We're older now. It's easier to
recogni ze i ndecency now.
Joel shy's then holds his head up.

May nods and lifts hers as well.

MAY
W were just Kkids.

May peers at each friend.

MAY
We can give ourselves a break.

RYAN
Hopefully we will each help to change
it all, somehow

Kimfinishes the | ast of her 2nd gl ass.

KI M
That'd be nice. Cause | hurt, a |ot.

They pause a beat when Ben |leans at Kim

BEN
Me too.

RYAN
That makes three.

Joel swal |l ows and speaks up.

JOEL
Me too.

May pulls themall closer together and into a big hug.

MAY
Yup, Impretty fucked up too.

65.



66.

They all chuckle and pull closer together.

Kim | ooks at everyone as they wap their arnms around her.
For a brief beat she starts to sob again.

They all hold her and drop their heads on hers.

After a beat they all cone out of the hug stronger.

KI M
Thank you guys.

She | eans into Ryan

RYAN
(Wi spers)
Thank You.

Kimw pes tears fromher eyes then takes a | ong bear hug from
hi m

When they |l et go she reaches up to Ryans face and hol ds him
in her hands with a deep gaze.

Slowy she conbs a hand thru his hair.

I n one nonment, Ryan and Kim share a spectrum of enotions.

BEN
Alright ya'll, Ive got good news and
better news.

Ben points fromone side to the next.

BEN
First is the steaks are done, even
t hough | kinda' forgot "emthere for a
mnute or two. So they are nedium
wel | .

Everyones nmouth drops open or | ooks shocked

BEN
Fortunately, we got the thickest
steaks in the house. So, actually
they're perfect!

Ryan nods and cracks a grin.
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RYAN
What he neans to say is, dinner is
served.

Ryan wal ks over to help serve.

BEN
Huh, yea. Exactly.
TRANSI T1 ON
EXT. Al RBNB, REAR PORCH TABLE- NI GHT
They all join together at a |ong, glass, out door table, each

hel ps carry food over.

Ben brings the bottle of Tequila and plate of |ines.
Everyone appears elated at the spread in front of them
They all settle in around the table.

At | ast they catch each others eye and relax into shared
| aught er.

BEN
You dont have to wait on our account.

A smal|l chuckl e acconpani es the novenent that follows.

BEN
Pl ease, everyone let's eat.

Joel hel ps and begins to cut long strips of perfectly cooked
st eak.

JOEL
(Salivates)
Whoa, My nouth is watering just
cutting this up.

Wthin seconds it's becone slices for each to grab at will.

JCEL
Y all, have at it.

Everyone leans in and finishes their plates with steak and
accout renents.
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Before long all are buzzed, eating, joking and toasting
gl asses that are poured, drank and refill ed.

RYAN
| can't believe | ate two platefuls
al r eady.

BEN
Oh, | can..but then so did |

Kl M
| did too.

May |icks her |ips.

MAY
That makes three

They all nod at May before they turn to Joel.
He | ooks up then pushes away fromthe table.

JOEL
(over sati ated)
Oh yea, maybe nore

Each grins wi de then bust into a roar.

MAY
Awe, stop. | cant laugh any nore |
m ght throw up.

Ryan gets up, steps to the bar and grabs the final bottle of
tequila then returns table side.

RYAN
(Slightly slurred)
|'ve got the perfect renedy for that!

He holds the bottle up in front of them
Each reacts in their own way, nostly positive.

BEN
(slurs)
Fi nal Round everyone!

JOEL
Oh shit. It's a good thing we've been
eating |ike, god damed fools.
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MAY
Yea, cause we about to be drunk Iike
sone damed f ool s!

Kl M
['I]l drink to that!

JOEL
Shit, Imalready drunk to that.

They all share of fit of |aughter again.

Ben wal ks the table and pours another hefty round for each
person.

BEN
This is also the perfect tinme to
transition over to the fire pit.

Each has their own del ayed expressions and with their eye's
fol | ow Ben.

He stands and crosses to the fire pit, the last bottle of
1942 in one hand his glass in the other.

RYAN
Oh shit, | alnost forgot!

Ryan stands and | eads the others to the the fire pit.

EXT. AIR BNB CABI N REAR PORCH, FIRE PI T- NI GAT

The fire pit is already set up with | ogs and kindling.

Ben takes a knee and pl aces the kindling beneath the | ogs.

RYAN
| got ya brother?

Ryan renoves a |ighter fromone pocket, fromanother a mn
t ube.

BEN
Awe. You do, huh?

Ryan squeezes it open and in one quick nove pops the joint
frominside the tube into his nouth

BEN
G ad to see you have your priorities
straight.
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Ryan bends to one knee and lights the kindling beneath the
| ogs.

RYAN
Ch, trust | do.

He next sparks the joint in his nouth.

May, Joel and Ki m approach the fire pit and each pull up a
seat .

EXT. Al RBNB, REAR PORCH FI RE PI TT- NI GHT

May is the first to finish her |atest pour of tequila

MAY
You gonna hold that bottle hostage or
what ?

BEN

hah ha, here you go.

May accepts the bottle and pours a healthy two shots nore for
her self.

Ryan and Ki m exchange nods.

JCEL
Ya' know what | nean!

Joel leans in his chair with an air of respect.

KIM
Go ahead girl.

Ryan passes the freshly lit joint to Joel, he nods back then
t owar ds May.

Ryan gl ances at May curious, eye brows rai sed he extends the
joint at her.

RYAN
(Voi ce fluctuates)
Oh yea?
May "so what" shrugs then extends a receiving hand.

She takes it and puts it to her nouth.

May takes couple calm deep draws then exhales with a mni-
cough then passes it to Joel.
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Ryan nods at her then to Joel.
Joel smiles and nods back.

RYAN
Hel | yea!

Kim points to the Bl uetooth Speaker.

Kl M
Does t hat work?

Ben turns around and peers down at the bluetooth speaker on
the stack of wood a few feet away.

BEN
Ch yea, | al nost forgot!

He reaches down and turns it on.

Ben then pulls his cell phone fromhis pocket and thunbs the
password | ock when Kimtakes it from him

A second | ater, she has typed in a (Lo-Fi House) nusic cue as
t he speakers cone to life.

MJSI C CUES

RYAN
Ckay

Ben the first to nove in a two step fashion to the beat.

BEN
Awe, yea!

KI'M
Okay, now it's a fucking party!

Each gets up and starts to groove to the beat.

MVAY
Hey!

May fake passes the joint off to Joel.

JCEL
Hey!
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She then does a snmooth dance style tw st and shakes Joel for
a hand off to Kim
Kimputs the joint to her nouth.

KIM
Hey!

In a series of cute dance pivots Kimhits the joint, busts a
little nove, exhales then flashes it in Joel's face before
she pulls it back and hits it herself.

MAY
Hey!

In qui ck fashion Joel replies with joint case already in
hand, he squeezes it, it pops open.

He renoves a joint of his own, nods at Ryan as he swoops it
into his nouth and with the other hand cl oses the case.

In a spin nove all his own, Joel cones face to face with Ryan
who then lights his joint.

RYAN
Yessir!

JCEL
Yessi r!

Ben "innocent" shrugs at the ladies then throws up his hands.

BEN
Yessir!!

The | adi es shakes their heads, shrug it off then return to
all smles and danci ng away.

MONTACE:

Everyone freely dances around the fire.

GROUP ENERGY CONTI NUES TO THE BEAT.

FI RE BURNS.

STEADY CAM LARCGE AND | NDI VI DUAL Cl RCLES OF GROUP
ANOTHER TWD LOGS TOSSED ON FI RE

RYAN AND KI M DO THE BUMP.
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SO DOES MAY AND JCEL.
BEN DANCES BY HI M SELF

THE LADI ES SEPARATE FROM THEI R PARTNERS, APPROACH BEN & PULL
H M | NTO DANCE

THE FI RE BURNS FULL
EVERYONE | S ALL SM LES

THEY ALL SETTLE DOWN, SHARE LAUGHS AND ENJOY THEM SELVES BY
THE FI RE.

A BURNT LOG COLLAPSES, THE FI RE REDUCE TO SH MVERI NG EMBERS.

[LONTO H JIB UP|

EXT. Al RBNB, REAR PORCH FI RE PI TT- NI GHT
A final shot to all is poured as they w nd down.
MUSI C FADES QUT

BEN
A huge thanks for making it all the
way out here.

Ben and Ryan | ooks at each person whol e heartedly.

RYAN
| love you all.

BEN
Yea, no small thanks guys.

May, Joel and Kimreply in a hunbl e deneanor.

Kl M
Thank you, bot h.

Joel nods and May agr ees.

MAY
Yea, | really appreciate this.

BEN
Pl ease, know for us this tinme together
is areally big deal



KIM JCEL, RYAN AND NAY

Her e, here.

They all share a final toast.

BEN
| love you guys.

Kl M
Ane.

MAY
W | ove you too.

RYAN
| love you guys.

JCEL
Love ya'll too.
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Ben uses the poker to turn the remaining | ogs and chunks of

wood then sits.

BEN
(chuckl es)
Wth that y'all, |
it down.

Kim and Joel stretch, yawn and smle when they eye the
w ndows of the warm inviting cabin.

RYAN

| can hang out here and watch the fire

till it dies down.
Everyone begins to stand up.

BEN

Don't forget, breakfast 9am W head

out at 10AM

JCEL, KIM MAY

Ugh!

RYAN
(sni ckers)
Sweet !

Ben | aughs.

guess we can w nd
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BEN
It's just a couple of incredible and
amazi ng, short hikes.
Ben grins and attenpts to cover his nouth.
BEN
(coughs)
Don't worry, the big one | saved for
the foll ow ng day!

RYAN, JOCEL, KIM MNAY
Ugh, again! Yea, what a rip man.

Ben rolls his eyes and shakes his head at them
Joel, Ben and May wal k away.
Ki m stays behind and wal ks to Ryan's side.

Kl M
Hey. .

Ryan rel axes and smles at her.

Ben nods a smle at Ryan and Kimchat Ryan kicks at the
enbers.

TRANSI T1 ON
EXT. Al RBNB CABI N, FRONT DRI VE- DAY
TRANSI TI ON

Each steps outside, Ryan drinks a bottle of water, Kimrubs
at her tenples, May shades the sun from her eyes.

Bri sk and peppy Ben takes the |ead towards the rental SUV.
Joel and May spark a norning joint.
Kimbutts in frombehind too hit the joint.

KIM
Didn't your mama teach you to share.

MAY
Don't be tal ki ng about ny mana!

Joel lets out a single chuckle.
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Kimtakes a large hit as she wal ks away with the joint.
JOEL
Hey, where you going with nmy shit?
That's ny shit!
She passes it off to Ryan.

RYAN
| know its not conmunity but you
al ways have the fire shit!
Joel nods then shakes his head.
JOEL
Ane, flattery will get you two hits.
Two Hits!
Joel enphasis with 2 fingers in the air.
Ben | eans into Ryan

JOEL
The cost to be the boss | guess.

Md stretch Ben calmy grabs the joint and hits it hard one.

JOEL
Hey!

RYAN
Hey.

MAY

Hey, now | ook who's snoki ng!

KI M
VWhat !

Ben exhal es |l eans into Joel and extends the joint back to
hi m

Joel nods back.

JOEL
Well, alright then.

Joel peers down sad at the shorter half of his joint.

BEN
Just hoping. That will help with ny
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headache is all.

RYAN
Hah, Right. Cause like that shit is
actual nedi ci nel!

KIM
Y all so silly.

Joel starts to pass it to May when he pauses and squints at
her.

MAY
What did | do?

Joel reluctantly passes the joint to her with a smrk.

JCEL
No, Imjust kidding.

May returns the sane | ook as she accepts.
Ryan nudges Ben.

RYAN
| m happy to drive.

Ben rubs at his tenple.

BEN
Yea, Sure. Shotgun.

Ben hands keys to Ryan.

RYAN
Cool, let's roll.

Ben crosses around to the passenger side.
Ben and Ryan open the rear passenger doors.
Ryan opens the drivers side and gets in.
| NT. RENTAL SUV- DAY
RYAN
Al right ranblers. Let's get
rambl i ng!

Ben shakes hi s head.



BEN
Couldn't help it, could you?
RYAN
(al oof)
What !
Ryan grins.

Joel clinmbs in last and all the doors are cl osed shut.

JCEL
Hah, | like it.
RYAN
See.
Kimto My.

Ki m bl i nks back at May.

KIM
Huh.

May pauses a beat then |aughs.

MAY
Oh, yea | renenber that novie

KI'M
Grl, get the fuck out of here!

May shrugs it off.

MAY
Ckay.

May shakes her head at Kimthen turns to Joel.
May chal | enges Joel

MAY
What you got ?

JOEL
From Dusk 'till Dawn!

Ryan lifts his chin.

78.
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RYAN
(Matter of fact)
Uh, huh.
May | ooks at bot h.
MAY
Not bad.
Kl M

How you know or renenber all this
usel ess shit girl?

MAY
It's also in Resavoir Dogs.

Ben nods at Ryan.
MAY

And N ck Cage even does his own
version in Gone in 60 seconds.

May lifts both her hands up in a Elvis |ike gesture.

MAY
kay, Let's Ride!

Ki m | eans back and shakes her head at the bunch.
KI M
(Nonchal ant)
Never seen that novie.

Ryan drops his glasses fromhis head over his eyes in cool
fashi on.

RYAN
(Scoffs)
Come on!
Kl M

Excuse you

Ryan shakes his head, |owers his glasses and turns back
around in his seat.

RYAN
Is that on Netflix?

Kim scof fs and punches the back of Ryans seat.
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EXT. OLD REDWOOD LANE- DAY

The SUWV pulls out of the drive and onto a |lane that |eads to
t he county road.

Dl SSOLVE
EXT. REDWOOD HI GHWAY- DAY

The SUWV full of friends comes down the rural road and sl ows
as it nears.

Bl i nker on, the vehicle veers right onto a narrow road wth a
sign that states:

A d RedWbod Hi ghway.
MONTAGE
A LONG NARROW CURVY RCOAD MEANDERS THROUGH DENSE REDWOODS.

BEN PEERS UP AND HAS TO CRANE H S HEAD OQUT THE W NDOW TO SEE
THE | MVENSE TREES THAT SURROUND THEM

THEY EACH PUSH AGAI NST OR LEAN OQUT THEI R W NDOW.
I N AWE, THEY SLOW RI DE DOWN THE ROAD.

PAST OLD RI VERS, SAW M LLS AND LOG PONDS, SMALL TOMNS AND
DENSE FORESTED HI LLS.

Eventually the O d H ghway neets up with the 101 North
EXT. H GHMAY 101- DAY
Back on the PCH, w ndows down they sail.

ALONG FOREST CORRI DORS W TH DI STANT RANCHES, GREEN PASTURES
AND FARMS, LITTLE LAKES AND RESERVES WHERE ELK HEARDS REST.

They sl ow al ongsi de the heard.

Ben opens his door, takes one step and lifts a canera and
snaps several shots.

KI M
(Joki ng)
You know I f you get closer, you can
get a better shot!
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RYAN
Yea, right. O die trying.

Joel | aughs.

BEN
| swear, every tine | read an article
sone other tourist has tried to pet
t hese creatures.

Mays eyes w den.

JCEL
Seriously?

MAY
Those are huge!

Ben clinbs back in and cl oses the door.
BEN
You think these are big, you should
see a buffal o!

They stare at the heard a mnute | onger.

RYAN
Easy, by a thousand pounds.
MAY
(Fat homs)
Bad ass!
KIM

They're so beautiful out here in the
wildlike this.

RYAN
Every year a bunch of people think
t hey can approach these beast burgers!

Everyone pauses and turns to Ryan.

RYAN
What ?

KI M
Ckay, | have to admt that's stupid -
hi | ari ous!

Ben fights a smle.
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MAY
( Mout hs)
Beast burgers?

Joel |aughs to hinself, shakes his head then returns to his
w ndow si de vi ew.

MAY
Ki nd of, yea.

They all share a chuckl e.
A not her and her young El k rest and chew grass at the center.
The bull Elk stand around the edges and corners of the heard.

A baby Elk stands upright, wobbly and | eaves it's nom si de.

BEN
Ww, so nany.
JOEL
| Have to admt, it's all very..

maj esti c.
May wat ches Joel observe the Elk and sm | es.
The SUWV pulls of f.
TRASI Tl ON
EXT. DAVI DSON RQOAD- DAY

The brake lights brighten as the vehicle approaches a sign on
the side of the highway.

Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park - CGold Bluffs Beach.
Entry Station 4, Canpground 6, Fern Canyon 8.

RYAN
This | ooks |like our turn off.

BEN
Yup.

The SUWV pulls onto an access road that quickly shrinks into a
dirt road.

MONTAGE ( CONT' D)
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THE DI RT ROAD RI SES, FALLS, BENDS, TW STS AND TURNS OVER
MOUNTAI N SI DES OF THI CK FOREST.

THE FERNS AND TREE'S ARE COVERED | N GRAY BY THE DUST OF THE
TRAFFI C.

SUN BEAMS SLI CE THROUGH THE COASTAL REDWOODS LI KE STROBE
LI GHTS ON THE FACES OF THE PASSENGERS

THE SUV DESCENDS FROM THE FOREST, TO RIDE A FINAL FOOTHI LL
THAT CRESTS ABOVE A LONG QUI ET, GOLDEN BEACH.

THE DI RT ROAD DROPS ALONGSI DE THE BEACH, A PARKI NG LOT,
ANOTHER SI GN.  FERN CANYON - 2.

THE SUV PARKS UPON A MUDDY SHOULDER AT THE END OF A STREAM
FI LLED, POT HOLE LAI DEN, DI RT ROAD

Everyone clinbs out the SUV to | and their otherw se cl ean
feet right into nud.

Kl M
Awe, shit!

Ki m | ooks down at her feet

JOEL
Yea boy!

Joel care free stretches his arns above his green-
canouf | aged, bucket hat, his Tinberlands caked in nud.

May | ooks down at her own new purple, turquoise and wheat
ti mber | ands.

MAY
kay?

May shrugs and peers up at the others.

MAY
Ckay. Let's do this.

Ben reaches down and tucks the [ aces of his hiking boots in.
Kimtakes notice and does the same to her newer pink boots.
When she finishes she observes Joel.

KIM
Aren't you worried about yours.
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JOEL
VWho nme?

He | ooks around then down at one boot he lifts fromthe nud.

JCEL
By the | ooks of it, there's no
fighting it.

He takes another step away fromthe car, water bottle in
hand.

JOEL
| knew what we were getting into..

They all close their doors and start to head towards a sign
post at the head of the trail.

JOEL
Besides |'ve had these old things
since at |east Senior year.

Joel peeks down at his Tinberlands then back up at everyone
and shrugs.

TRANSI T1 ON
EXT. FERN CANYQON, TRAI LHEAD- DAY
A sign post marks the trail head, they all approach.
KI'M
This is it, huh?
May gazes at their surroundi ngs.
RYAN
Hah.
Ben and Ryan share a smle.
A nmeager hill rises on one side with shorter yet rich green

trees, a few ferns and the beach on the opposite.

BEN
Not quite yet. Just give it a mnute.

KI M
| mean we've been at it a few..

May doesn't hol d back.
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MAY
Barely, nmore like a few feet.

Kl M
Ch! Ckay.

They wal k 15 yards further, the trail does a soft bend to the
right and opens in front of them

Everyone expresses awe.

KI M
VWhoa!

They all spread out.
The walls of the canyon are 50 feet high or nore.

Ferns of all kinds grow atop each other, a dense green covers
its steep, vertical sides.

A smal|l stream freely neanders through the canyon.

They're all smles as they bal ance across | ogs and wood
pl anks over the deeper spots.

Al ong the way they stop and notice a | arge yel |l ow Banana
Sl ug.

It slugs along a branch as they trudge up the canyon further
still.

They conme too and rest, snack, drink water and once nore
snoke at a huge fallen redwood.

On the way back Kimslips off a log and into the water that
soaks her shoes, socks and all.

Every one fights to contain them sel ves.
May gives in first.

MAY
Hah heh ha, ahhh.

She covers her mouth with one hand and the other she holds up
apol ogetically.

MVAY
"' mso sorry.
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| mredi ately they all share in the hysterics over Kins aquatic
fate.

DI SSOLVE
The group rounds the original corner back to the vehicle.

KIM
Ckay | have to admit, wet boots and
all.

A snort and a chuckle or two are heard.

KIM
That was both a dope hi ke and a short,
easy one at that!

Ben nods with a large smle.

BEN
Good formKim

RYAN
| ndeed but in all seriousness though.

Ryan gl ances to each with both hands up and a concerned | ook.

RYAN
If Kimfalls in water every tinme we do
atrail, this will be the fucking nost
hi | ari ous day ever!

Ryan, May and Joel cant hold back, they bust into a fit.

JCEL
For real, for real. Ha heh hah.

This time Joel puts one apol ogetic hand out and turns around
to cover his laughter and near tears.

JOEL
That was a dope hi ke!

They all continue to wal k.

MAY
Heaven yes, it was! Wats next?

BEN
d ad You asked!
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They

They

Joel

They

Ryan

RYAN
We're off to our next brief stop, Big
tree.

BEN

Wait till you see this bad boy!
all near the SUV.

MAY
So wait. Did you two al ready cone
ahead and |i ke scout this whole thing
al ready?

sl ow as they near the SUV.

BEN
These are places that between the two
of us, We've either have been too as
kids or always wanted to see.

encircle each other as they speak.

RYAN
There's even sone we just found and
added to the list.

gl ances at May and makes a sheepi sh grin.
BEN
Li ke our 3rd and final stop after Big
tree, which is Tall Trees G ove.
RYAN
Yea, we are slotted for 1pm short 4
mle trail.
all stop and gl are back at Ryan.

now nakes the awkward sni |l e back

BEN

Thats our biggest thing on our agenda.

shoots Ben a confused expression.

RYAN
No its not, tonorrowis a 6.2 mle
hi ke.

87.
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JCEL
Ane, what!

Kl M
Wait, what?

May wat ches them all and | aughs.

MAY
Hah ha.

BEN
Oh, quit conplaining. It's the best
tenperature on earth here!

RYAN
Yea, ya'll got this.

Ben and Ryan approach and open the doors for everyone, they
pile in.

The vehicle pulls off the shoulder, flips a Uthen drives up
the dirt road.

JIB UP
EXT. H GHMAY 101- DAY
The SWV pulls out fromthe dirt road back onto the highway.

The wi ndows down, each stare out at the fog as it pulls
t hrough the forest and back out to sea.

DI SSOLVE
Ben rides the air with his hand, beside him Ryan stil
drives.
May | eans back, her hair bl ows about.
Joel rests, his eyes closed.
DI SSOLVE

The SUV brakes as a nodest Hi ghway sign marks a turn into a
smal | paved double lot, inmediately off the highway.

EXT. Bl G TREE, PARKI NG LOT & TRAI L- DAY

The group dismounts the SUV and nake it to the trail marker
.2 - Big Tree.
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Around a gentle bend they foll ow Ben and Ryan, each person
drops their nouth open as they all slowto a stop.

EXT. Bl G TREE- DAY

In front of themis a behenpoth of a tree surrounded by a
short wooden fence and signpost with history and facts.

They gather in a loose line in front of the tree.

BEN
WOw.

RYAN
You can say that again.

May follows its height wwth her eyes all the way as high as
she can see.

MAY
Then.. Oh ny god, WWw

Joel appears lethargic as he stares back in awe.
JOEL
(Agreenent)
Huh.
Alittle to her self, Kimblinks up at the sleeping giant.
Kl M
| never knew there was anything even,
remotely this awesone on this planet.

She takes a step forward and touches its fantastic form

KI'M
M nd officially bl own!

Everyone peers at Kimw th | ong nods.

KI M
VWhat ?

Ryan smles and gives Kima glance of recognition.

RYAN
Wl | said.

May nods her head.
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MAY
Yea girl.

Joel scratches his chin and coyly grins behind her.
Ben expresses pride and a warmsmle to Kinis remarks.
Kimreturns an appreciative smle.

Kl M
Thanks you guys.

Ben approves of the scene.

BEN
Uh Huh.

He takes in Kim the group and the beautiful tree one nore
time then quietly he wal ks away.

May and Joel remain in awe-struck positions.

RYAN
Words cant explain this.

One by one they foll ow Ben.

Anot her beat and Ryan gl ances at May and Joel with a smle
before he too wal ks away.

May and Joel are left, Joel blinks and comes too.

He | ooks at May, chuckles then nods before he wal ks in the
sanme direction as the others.

MAY
How.. in the actual fuck

May peers over to speak to sonmeone and everyone has gone.
She | ooks at the path and spots Joel and the others.

MVAY
You.. hah ha heh!

May peers up at the | oan giant anongst giants.

MAY
You are sonething el se.

May turns and wal ks away.
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DI SSOLVE

EXT. H GHWAY 101- DAY

The | one SUWV noves al ong the hi ghway that separates the coast
fromthe dense hillside of tall trees.

The vehicle passes a small |ake with a meadow on the far
si de.

They pull off the highway and into a single punp gas station
and stand al one coffee hut.

The crew piles out, light hearted, they order then take off
with fresh, hot coffee and latte's in hand.

I NT. SUV, H GHWAY- DAY

RYAN
Qur final stop is a super requested
hi ke. So nmuch so, they only allow 50
peopl e in each day.

Everyone throws a m x of curious expressions.

BEN
We head to put in for the pass 2 weeks
i n advance.

RYAN
W have a 2:30PMtine slot.

BEN
Hence why we had to get up so early.

RYAN
We wanted to fit in Fern Canyon too.

Joel, May and Kimnod at each ot her.

BEN
Yea sorry but not sorry.

Ryan snortel s at Ben.

JOEL
That was super dope.

MAY
| ncredi bl e.
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Ben sm | es back at Ryan.
KI M

The Vehicle nerges on to a snmaller highway and i nt o Redwoods
State park - Bald Hills Road.

Thirty mnutes later, they pull onto an access road fronted
by a gate with a pad | ock.

Ryan and Ben get out and cross the front of the vehicle to
t he | ock.

A couple mnutes later and Ryan clinbs back in the drivers
seat, puts the SUV in gear and rolls through the now open
gat e.

Ben closes it, re-attaches the lock, returns to the passenger
door and gets in.

The Vehicle drives up a long dirt access road.

TRANSI TI ON
| NT. SOV TALL TREE GROVE, PARKI NG LOT- DAY
Ryan adjust the rear view mrror to see everyone in the back.

RYAN
Ben and | have back packs. Feel free
to put you waters and anything you
need in them

Ben half turns around to better see everyone.

BEN
This hike will be around 2 hours or
so. Be sure you have what you need, a
hat, beani e, hoodi e, whatever.

RYAN
And don't worry, we brought snacks!

Ryan thunbs toward the trunk

Kl M
Ch, thank god. | didn't bring
anyt hi ng.

BEN

Don't worry, its cooler weather, a
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sem short hi ke and Ryan and | brought
extra water.
Kim hol ds up her latte'.

BEN
I n case anyone needed sone.

Ben |l eers at Kim

The SWV pulls into a small dirt lot off the access road and
finds an open spot.

RYAN
This is a good point in time to stress
tomorrows hike will be both an earlier

start and as we said a | onger hike.

BEN
So we'll all be sure to pack a snal
|l unch and take nore water tonorrow

Joel and Kimnod, May renmains stoic.

RYAN
Any questions?

MAY
Naw, let's do this now and tal k about
tonmorrow, tonight.

Ben and Ryan gl ance at each other then back at May with a
smle.

RYAN
Fai r enough.

Ben and Ryan nod at each other and lean into their door
handl es.

BEN
Al right then.

They all exit the vehicle.
EXT. TALL TREES GROVE, PARKI NG LOT & TRAI LHEAD- DAY

At the trailhead is a weather worn, noss covered hut with
bench seats, fronted by an information board.

A few feet away bear box, bear proof trash can and anot her
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trail head i nfo and nar ker stand.

Ryan and Ben approach the info boards, the others stop just
shy of the trail head.

KIM
Hey hey, what you boys doi ng over
t here.

BEN

Just nmaking sure we're not m ssing
anyt hing i nportant.

RYAN
Yea, readers are | eaders sweet heart.

At that Kimnmnakes a snug expression at Ryan and turns to My.

KI'M
Oh, just when | was beginning to |like
you.

May |lets a chuckle slip when Ki mpeers back she straightens
up.

JOEL
" m gl ad soneone is reading the
i nformati on.

Joel waits for the guys to wap up at the board when they
turn towards him Joel starts down the trail.

May gl ances to Kim

MVAY
(Nonchal ant)
He has a point.

May turns and starts down the trail.

Kim | ooks up and spots a few gray cl ods that appear to gather
| oosely over head then to Ryan and Ben.

KI M
VWhat do we do, if it starts to rain?

BEN
Maybe, wal k faster?

RYAN
Hah.
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Kim gives Ben and Ryan the evil eye.
Ryan puts up his hands

RYAN
| msorry.

Ryan takes a step closer to Kim
RYAN
| apol ogi ze, Imused to having to be
defensive and you're being sincere
ri ght now.
Ki m exhal es.

Kl M
Thank You.

Kimtakes a step closer to Ryan.

Kl M
See now this communi cati on.

Kim points at the both of them

KIM
I[t's nice.

She peers into his eyes with a soft smle.

RYAN
Yea, | guess it is.

Ryan gazes back at her.

The two smle at each other then turn to join the others.
EXT. TALL TREES TRAI L- DAY

At the front Joel and May stop and peer back.

Joel has lifted a joint fromhis case, lights it, pulls from
it then passes it too Muy.

They observe the interaction at the rear, May smles then
passes it back to Joel as she wal ks past.

The group set out on a well maintained widening dirt path
that nmeanders into the heavy wooded forest.
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Ferns and various trees of all sizes grow at every angle and
all around them

The group approach a fallen giant that has a trail w de hole
cut through it.

JOEL
Hah.

They each pass thru with youthful smles.

KI M
Cool .

Ki m grabs Ben and Ryan.

Kl M
Hey guys, hold up!

May and Joel return, they all huddl e together for a selfie.
Dl SSOLVE
SOFT ANGELI C MJSI C CUE

The path shrinks and the shade grows as npbss enshrouded trees
surround t hem

Bens curiosity peaks as he drops back.

BEN
Wow. .

RYAN
That's really trippy.

KIM
And creepy.

Kim peers around then up at the tree closest to her.

KIM
| feel like their is a group of
spi ders, hidden about to cone out of
here and pounce on us all.

May and Joel slow their pace and gl ance back at Kim

MAY
On that note.
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May and Joel chuckle and continue forward.
DI SSOLVE
Anot her bend and the sound of a river begins to brighten.

JOEL
You hear that?

MAY
Yea.

A few nore feet and the path begins to open up into a tree
grove that sits on a bank of a river

MAY
VWhoa | ook at that one.

At the forefront of the grove sits one nassive giant of a
tree.

May, Kim and Ryan stare up, Joel and Ben approach the massive
gi ant.

They appear to shrink in front of the sheer size of the
massive tree trunk, its volunme sinply dwarfs them

Joel reaches his hand out to the tree.

JOEL
Can you believe this?

Ben gazes up at the tree.

BEN
Barely.

They wal k away, the giant remains as it was.

A short wal k further a couple of bright, yellow flowers
contrast the forest.

The sky becones overcast, soon after a light drizzle starts.

BEN
Ckay 1'll admt | forgot ny hoodi e.

Ben stops and drops his back pack from his shoul ders.

BEN
Even though it just sprinkling, | only
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have a t shirt on. so | guess I'm
gonna' rock mnmy poncho!

Proud Ben pulls a bright yell ow poncho from his pack.

RYAN
It's not as cool as Ben's..

Ryan and Joel start to |augh when Ben dawns an al oof
expr essi on.

RYAN
But | do have sone cheap, clear
ponchos if anyone el se needs one.

Ryan slightly lifts a single, small, clear poncho fromhis
pack for themto see.

JOEL
Good | ooki ng out bro!

Kl M
| sure didnt bring anything |like that.

MAY
| brought one, | dont think | need it.
You want it?

RYAN
| grabbed 4 of them They're only like
2 bucks each, so no biggie.

Kl M
Awesorne, see now that was the kind of
answer | was | ooking for earlier.

RYAN
| know.

Kl M
VWll, why didn't you just tell ne
t hat .

RYAN

| don't know

Ben wat ches and with a chuckle he returns pack to back and
then faces May and Joel with a smle.

May continues on the trail with Joel in |ine behind her.
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Ben behind Kimand Ryan takes up the rear.

They stop briefly in front of a burnt out hollow of an
extraordinarily tall redwood.

One by one they each get inside the tree holl ow.

Joel relights his joint and puffs at it, the snoke fills the
inside of the trunk then slowy rises to the top.

May pulls her phone out, raises one arm a light flashes from
her canera.

They group perks up, May snaps a sem dark photo of the group
snug inside the tree trunk.

Each steps frominside the burnt out hollow of the tree and
rejoins the path.

Ben steps onto the path when he hears an Insectoid |ike
cl i cki ng.

He stops in attenpt to identify the sound, it stops so Ben
turns and joins the others.

DI SSOLVE
EXT. TALL TREE CGROVE, RI VER BANK- DAY

A placid river and its gravel banks neander through redwood
forests, hints of yellow, burgundy and red dot the |andscape.

Fromthe forest line, the group energes to stand on the river
bank.

The group fans out as they approach the creek and the trunk
of a fallen giant redwood.

KIM
Can we clinmb up this giant thing.

Ki m nears and chanpi ons one foot on the |ower side of the
giants trunk face down in the river bank

BEN
Thats a great idea!

Ben steps onto the giant tree trunk and next to Kim

RYAN
Yea, thats a girl.
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Ryan follows suit.

Kim | eads Ryan then Ben up and onto the fallen tree.
May and Joel approach the edge of the tree trunk.
They exchange gl ances.

May smiles then puts one foot on the tree trunk and with a
swift step up she's atop the giant.

JOEL
Hah ha.

Joel nods then does the sane.
near top up the tree trunk, Kimtakes a seat.

KIM
Come on y'all, let's take a seat.

Ryan and Ben peer up as they near.

They both smle at Kimthen slow and take a seat next to her
on the trunk

May and Joel approach arns out, both dawn grins.

MAY
| have to admt, this is dope.

KIM
Yea, |'ve never done anything |ike
this.

JOEL

Damm sure, not over a creek on the
back of a a giant Sequoi a!

Ryan and Ben share sm | es of pride.

Kimpats the tree beside her.

KI M
Me neither.
BEN
Just relax, take it all in for a

m nut e.

May and Joel close in and take a seat next to the others.
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MAY
Huh, wow

JOEL
This is a trip.

May and Joel settle in.

They all take off packs, |ean back and stare at the view
The forest is calmaround them crickets, frogs, insects and
birds are heard as well as a soft trickle of water beneath

t hem

They're awe struck as they sit and take in the ever expanding
forest.

THE FOREST SI LENTLY WATCHES THEM BACK

MAY
Ww .. Just Ww.

May nods and Ki m concurs.

KIM
This is way cool.

Ben just shakes his head as he peers around.

Kim shuffles her weight, with one hand to brace her the other
she shoves into her pocket and fishes out her cell phone.

KIM
Conme on y'all. One nore!

She flips the settings into wwde and |ifts the phone into the
air.

Kl M
You're all going to have to scrunch in
her e.
The others attenpt to nove cl oser

May and Ryan exchange eye rolls as they close in on Ben and
Kimin the front.

KI M
Al npst t here.

Kim peers up at the phone, she tries her best to fit everyone
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JCOEL
| got ya.

Joel gl ances over at the phone as he takes the closest
possi bl e spot.

Joel remains a little taller to be seen at the edge of frane
and peers back up for the picture.

KI'M
Al right everyone. The old man says
what ?

BEN, RYAN, MAY, JOEL
What ?

KI M
Chi cken Butt!

They each giggle or snortel when Kimtakes the shot, 2 tines
qui ckly for good neasure.

RYAN
Awesone.

Ben peers over the edge, down at the ground.

Directly under Kimis water, near Ben it narrows and becones
the river rock bank al nost 10 feet bel ow

BEN
| think I have a fun shot, hold on.

Ben scoots hinself to the edge of the trunk then gl ances at
everyone.

He slips over the edge and down the few feet to the river bed
bel ow and lands with a gentle yet quirky sounding shift of
t he rounded stones.

BEN
Want nme to use your phone or mne?

Kimsm | es down before she |lets go.

KI'M
You sure got it?



BEN
Yup.

She drops the phone to him Ben swiftly catches it md-
flight.

BEN
Al right everyone. One nore tine.

Ben |ifts the phone up to frane the shot.

MAY
| wish you could be in here.

BEN
Ane, no worries. One of y'all wll
take the next one.

Ben takes a half step back and bends at the knees.

KIM
Awe, thanks Ben.

BEN
Alright I'ma little old school.

Starting with Kimthey lift their arns over each others
shoul ders and sm | e back

BEN
Very good, | love it!

He raises his other hand and thunbs up the group.

BEN
Now say cheese!

KIM RYAN, MAY, JCEL
Cheese.

Ben snaps the photo.

BEN
Oh, too cool

Kl M
Ane, | bet!

103.

Ben | ooks at the photo a beat |onger, smles then begins to

lift it towards Kim
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Kl M
Can you just hold it till we get to
t he ot her side.
Ben hears the sound of wal ki ng over river rock.

BEN
No worries. Take your tinme.

He does a double take in the direction of the sound.

KI M
Thanks.

BEN
| f you guys want to just follow the
| og across to the other side, the
trail should pick up there.
They all stand up.
Joel attenpts to peer past themto spot the trail.

JOEL
Oh, too cool.

They all start across the nassive tree.

Ben steps back and starts to find a way across the smal
creek when he stops and watches everyone and lifts the phone
for anot her quick shot.

BEN
Hah heh.

He catches themall in notion, arns stretched out they follow
Ki m

A RESI LI ENT GROUP OF YOUNG FRI ENDS ENJOY A GREAT TI ME.
Ben finishes the photo and smles up at his friends.

He crosses the creek bed on the back of a few | arger stones
and branches to neet the others.

They each descend the higher side of the tree trunk.
Not far away a small trail leads into the forest.

Ben finds a nearby access trail up and waits.
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They all easily transition down the giant tree and onto the
trail back into the forest.

Ben starts to foll ow when a gentle breeze blows his way, he
stops and takes noti ce.

A noisy flock of birds fly off fromwthin the canopy on the
far opposite side.

BEN
Hey, did any of y'all see..

Ben gl ances over to see no one next to him

Ben turns to watch the birds in flight before he stares down
at where they cane from

BEN
(Cears throat)
Hhm

Ben slowy turns, follows the trail and steps into the canopy
of the forest.

THE FOREST STILL WATCHES.. FROM OPPOSI TE SI DE
EXT. TALL TREE GROVE, TRAI L- DAY
Ben catches up with the others.

The canopy rises by two hundred feet, far bel ow dense tufts
of ferns thrive.

A hunbling sentinment shared by all, tunes theminto the
forests spl endor.

KI'M
Holy shit, look at this place.

They gaze, gander and absorb into their surroundings.

RYAN
This place is like a novie set!

JOEL
| was just going to say that.

One by one they wal k around t he bend.
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An odd angled, old growth, Oak Tree -green with noss stands
al one.

Ben registers a sound |ike a |long hiss behind and parallel to
himin the under grow h.

BEN STOPS, TURNS H S HEAD AND STARES.

BEN
VWhat t he..

The sound st ops.
Ahead, the group steadily noves al ong.

BEN
Ckay.

Ben peers up the trail to watch them di sappear into the next
bend.

He gl ances back then turns and rejoins his friends.

Around the bend everyone slows, the trail ascends a gentle
hill with roots that jut fromout the ground.

Ben | ooks back, not hing.

He starts up the rooted hill, when sonething of size shuffles
t hrough the bushes parallel to him

Ben slows and turns his head and spies for the source.

A low grow and slow clicking Iike noise emanates fromonly a
few feet away.

RYAN
Hey, you com ng?

Ryan startl es Ben.

He | ooks up, gl ances sideways then to Ryan and finally makes
it over the hill.

RYAN
You alright?

Ben peers back nervous, feigns a smle then raises one armto
usher Ryan forward.
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BEN
Hey guys, uh.

May, Joel and Ki m gl ance back.

JOEL
' Sup?

Ryan noti ces Bens anxi ousness.

Kl M
Everyt hi ng okay?

Ben puts both hands up, pal nms up.

Ben appears anxious, his face flushes as he slows his
br eat hi ng.

BEN
| don't want to al arm anyone. .

Kl M
(Worried)
Uh, too | ate!

BEN
| think.. somethings trailing us.

MAY
Huh?

Ben puts his hands down and shakes his head as he raises one
digit up to his friends.

BEN

|"mpretty sure its just a black bear.
KIM

Wait, what?

May, Joel and Ki m gl ance back.

JOEL
Yea, that m ght be sonething to be
worri ed about.

RYAN
You sure man?

Ben nods adamant |y back.
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RYAN

Thats odd usually they just run away!
BEN

Exactly, still it followed us across

the river bed.

Everyone hard stops and scans their field of view, Ki m]looks
fromBen to Ryan then to May.

MAY
We're not the only ones out here,
right.

BEN
Yea, |I'mnot entirely sure.

Ben gl ances at each one of them

BEN
And |'mpretty sure, | heard sonething
grow at nme.

Ben t hunbs back over his shoul der

KI M
For real ?

JOEL
Look, its not chasing us right now

BEN
Maybe it snells food or sonething.
Anyone have anyt hi ng?

MAY
Just water.

Kl M
not hi ng.

JOEL

Y' all have the snacks, renenber.
Ryan chuckl es

RYAN
Yea, | have them

BEN
They're all still sealed and little
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snmell | think, right.

RYAN
Look, if we have too I'll ditch the
bag!

BEN

Fai r enough.

RYAN
| think the trail passes through the
actual grove just ahead.

BEN
W' ve al ready done about 2 mles. So
yea, you've gotta be right.

May, Joel and Kimlisten with hopeful intent..

JOEL

At least it's not raining.
KIM

Just a sprinkle here or there.
RYAN

Al right then.
MAY

Let's just keep our eyes open, stick
t oget her and keep it noving then.

RYAN
Yup.

BEN
Agr eed.

Ben | eads the others in another glance around.

BEN
| f you see anything, unless its
absol utely necessary. Don't run.

RYAN
A predatory instinct will kick in.

JOEL
(sarcastic)
Hahhh, got it.
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Kimadmts.
KIM
Yea, I'Il try.
BEN

' m serious Kim

Kimreturns a frantic stare.

Kl M
Ckay!
BEN
"1l bring up the rear.
Ryan gives himan ill advised glare.

BEN
| want to see if |I hear it again!

RYAN
Dude, you sure?

BEN
I"mtrying not to be overly worri ed.

Ryan pauses, dips his head then gl ances at everyone el se.

RYAN
Al right.
BEN
Wth alittle luck, we'll be out of

here in thru the | oop and on our way
wi th out issue.

RYAN

Soneti mes these things happen, it's
very rare anything beconmes of it.

THE GROUP PUSHES FORWARD
DI SSOLVE
EXT. TALL TREE GROVE- DAY

The group crests a second hill when the trail w dens before
it forks at a sign.
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<- Tall Trees Loop ->

The trail enters a dense grove of old growth redwdods on the
right, they followit.

A |l arge grove, sone tall and skinny, others nulti-truncated
and over sized, many cracked, burned or npbss cover ed.

MAY
You got to be kidding nme?

RYAN
What you see sonet hi ng.

May points up into the tree.

MAY
There is another tree, grow ng out of
t he branch half way up

TILT UP.

POV OF A GARGANTUAN TREE, THE VI EW SLOANS OVER HALF WAY UP THE
TRUNK.

Growing up, out of a gigantic branch is a thirty to fifty
foot tree.

JCOEL
Ch, shit

BEN
Hah heh ha.

KIM
| thought you nmeant the bear or what
ever.

RYAN
Yea, Me too

Ki m waves t hem of f.

BEN
Well, the good thing is this is the
hi gh poi nt.

Ben waives his hand in the air, he gestures sonething no one
gets as he stalls for a breath
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BEN

After this it should be all down hill.
RYAN

Ch yea, Ckay. GCetting better!
Kl M

Why''s that?
BEN

We naturally wal k faster down hill.
RYAN

Yea, a sixty mnute hike up hill is

fifteen to thirty m nutes down.
May nods her approval.
Kl M
Oh, hell yea. Thats the best news al
day.

Ki m becones excited, she peps up and regai ns her conposure.

JOEL
SO in our case..?

Joel raises one eyebrow at Kim
Ki m sl unps her shoul ders and | ooks to Joel.

JOEL
lt's still..

Ki m | ooks saddened.
Joel glances to May, she returns an apprehensive expression.

JOEL
..Alittle nore than half an hour.

Ki m perks back up

KIM
Oh, okay.

Kim shrugs it off.

KI'M
It beats 2 hours up hill.
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They all start to wal k.

May nods and with her index finger she points at Kim

MAY
Thats ny girl.
Ki m nods.
Kl M
| nmean, | see you girl.

May di ps her head then lifts it proud, she nmakes a heart with
her hands.

Kimsm | es.

They put their arns around each other and trai pse past Ryan
in the | ead.

Ben nods at Ryan.
Ben cl oses the distance to Joel and Ryan.

BEN
|"d say our plan is working.

RYAN SM LES AND NODS BACK AT BEN
MAY AND KIM PO NT TO A TREE, THEN BREAK OUT I N LAUGHTER
JOEL
( Appr oves)
Heh ha.

Joel and Ryan share in their own observational hunor.

RYAN
Good stuff.

JOEL
Yeah.

Ryan nodestly dips his head and let's Joel pass.
The group finds an even larger fallen tree.

It crosses down a valley at a steep angle, into the center of
a flow ng creek.

Ryan and Ben clinmb up for a second adventure and stick a hand
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out for Kim

Kl M
Un |1'mcool Ive already done that
t oday.
Ryan nods.
BEN
Cool, no pressure.
RYAN
Yup, just going down and back.
JOEL
Cool then, 1'll post here too.

Ryan | ooks back at Joel.

JOEL
[t's cool.

Joel peers over at May.
JCEL
Soneones got to stay here with Kim
while May goes with ya'll.

May smles to Joel

Joel and Kimsmle proud at May as she wal ks past and reaches
for aroot to pull her self up.

The guys have to stand back to |let May up and over.
Ben and Ryan share rai sed eyebrows and nods.

May steps past them and neasures the behenoth of a tree, it
vertically descends into the banks bel ow.

Ryan and Ben start to take a step when May puts both hands
out and runs down the tree in a confident stride.

MAY
Hah hah hal!

They all watch with adm ration.

To Kim and Joel it appears May goes over the edge and out of
si ght .
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They all nove closer to see her descend the bottom half
safely and in good form

CUT TGO

Hand Cl aps are heard from bel ow.

A second | ater, pounding footsteps as Ben and Ryan descend
with matching fervor.

May wears a large smle across her face.

CUT TGO
JOEL
They' re Fucki ng nuts.
KI M
Yea, | concur.
Joel nmakes a silly expression at Kinis word choi ce.
KI M
What ? | do.
CUT TGO

Ryan and Ben both show el at ed expressions.

RYAN
That was fucking cool.

BEN
Yea it was.

May over cone, smles so large tears form
May, Ryan and Ben gasp for air, yet nove in for a group hug.

CUT TO

Joel and Kimwatch the three hug bel ow

KIM
Hah ha. Thats ny girl.
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Ki m cl aps agai n.
Joel grins as he peers down.

CUT TGO

The three |l et go of each other carefully then take a breath
and each peer around.

The sound of gurgling water, dragon flies and frogs, draws
May to dip to one knee near to the water.

A mnute |later she peers over her shoul der at the boys.

MAY
Thanks guys.
RYAN
Thanks, for com ng.
BEN
Yea, this wouldn't be the sane w t hout
you.
May smles at Ben.
MAY
Ane.
Ki m peers around and at the Gove they're still in.
CUT TGO
KI M

How | ong uh, you think they're gonna
be down there anyway?

JOEL
Hel |, those bunch of nature nuts.
There's no telling.
Kimlets out a single |augh.

A long beat later, the sound of wooden footsteps rise up the
trunk to reveal the trio' s return

Dl SSOLVE
EXT. TALL TREE GROVE, BACK END- DAY

The group descend a steep, rocky incline where the Tall Tree
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G ove | oops back to the trail.

Shoes shuffle then a foot fall is heard at the rear of the
group.

The group turns around to spot.
Ben on one knee, md- slip.

RYAN
Hey!

Joel reaches back with a quick hand up

BEN
VWhoa!

Joel turns back | atent.

JOEL
You alright?

BEN
(Embar rassed)
Huh, yea thanks.

Ben gai ns steady ground, glares back at the path then up at
his friends.

RYAN
(&Gins)
No worri es.

A small cloud of dust tunbles in the air above the trail.

BEN
| don't know. | nust've slipped?

Ben reaches down and rubs at his ankl e.

BEN
Crazy. .

Ben takes a knee, feels at a tender spot then pulls up his
sock.

BEN
(Munbl es)
Kind of felt |ike, something grabbed
ne.
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Ryan and Joel gl ance at each other then back at Ben.

JCEL
VWhat ?

Ryan peers down the trail.
Ben stands back up.

BEN
Not hi ng, | guess.

He shakes his head, dusts himself off and takes a fi nal
gl ance back.

May experiences an immutable intuition, she stops and gl ances
ar ound.

Sweat covers Bens forehead, he wipes it away stands strai ght
t hen pushes past Ryan and Joel to take | ead anobngst the

gr oup.

May wat ches Ben, she takes a final glance around and foll ows
cl ose behi nd.

DI SSOLVE
EXT. TALL TREE GROVE, TRAI L- DAY
The group manages the trail back fairly quickly.

Ben's canteen bounces |loosely to his wist as he falls back
to the m ddle.

May and Ki mthrow | ooks over their shoul ders at Joel and

Ryan.

Joel and Ryan bring up the rear.

Ben unsteady, Ryan steps forward and places a hand on his
shoul der.

DI SSOLVE
EXT. TALL TREES GROVE, LOT & TRAI LHEAD- DAY
THREE SETS OF SHOES TRUDGE ALONG
THE GROUP WORKS TO KEEP BEN UPRI GHT AND | N FORWARD MOTI ON

PALE AND SVEATY, BEN FI GHTS TO KEEP H S HEAD UP, HE STUMBLES
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W TH ASSI STANCE

THE SUN DI PS BEHI ND THE TREES, | T BACK LI GHTS THE FOREST AND
CREATES TALL SHADOWNS THAT GROW

The group gets Ben to the Trail head hut.

KI M
Let's let himrel ax here.

They lead Ben to the Trail Head Hut and sit himupon the
benches i nsi de.

RYAN
Rel ax here buddy.

Ryan and Joel exhausted hel p | ower Ben.

JOEL
| got ya.

May steps in too help Joel brace Ben.

Ryan breaks away to stretch out a nuscle spasmin his | eg and
catch his breath

May di ps into Bens pocket and renoves the Rental' Fab.

MAY
Kimget the truck and bring it here,
pl ease.
Ki m nods.
Kl M

Uh Huh, OCkay. Ckay.
Kimfatigued attenpts to sprint.
Ben takes his own exhausted attenpt at a deep breath.

Ryan wheezes beside him places a brief hand on Ben and
concurs with the bobbing of an outstretched finger.

Joel takes a deep breath and nods at Ben.

JCEL
| hear ya brother.

Joel gently puts a hand on Bens | ower back while he
strai ghtens Ben's shoul ders.



120.
JOEL
Sl ow, deep breaths.
Ben | abors to pull in his first deep breath.

BEN
Hrm Huhhhh!

May doughy eyed gl ances from Ben to Joel.

JOEL
There you go brother, good job.

The black SUV pulls up to a stop beside them
The wi ndow rolls down, Kimun-Ilocks the doors.

KIM
I's he alright?

Ki ms concerned before she shares a hopeful expression with
May .

MAY
| don't think he would' ve made it nuch
| onger.
Ryan noves to open the truck's rear door.

Joel and May help Ben into the back seat.

Near by Sonet hi ng peers fromthe vantage of the first tree
branches of an el der Redwood.

Ben feigns a smle before his head dips.
BEN

(angui shed)
| was doing just fine ..with out you,

t hank you.
Joel lifts and slides Ben over in the seat and clinbs in
behi nd him

May runs around to the opposite rear.
Ryan and Kimtake the front and drivers side.

BEN
"1l be alright just get me hone.
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Everyone agrees but wi th doubt and worry.

THE BRAKE LI GHTS DIM DUST CLOUDS RAI SE | NTO THE AIR, THE
TRUCK DRI VES AWAY.

FADE OUT
| NT. AlR BNB CABI N, LIVING ROOM NI GHT
SLOW FADE | N
THE FRONT DOOR OF THE CABIN IS SHUT AND ALL IS QU ET.

THE MUFFLED SOUND OF A VEH CLE PULLS UP, CAR DOORS COPEN AND
CLGCSE.

FEET SHUFFLE CLOSER, VO CES ARE HEARD WHEN THE FRONT DOOR | S
SHOVED OPEN THEN HELD BY KIM

RYAN
Car eful, careful

May gives Ryan her serious face.

JCEL
| got him

May | eads themthrough the door, her hands extend to
stabilize Ben.

MAY
Ri ght here, at the couch.

Ben barely holds his head up or stands on his own yet still
hol ds sone self awareness.

BEN
| see it.

Ryan noves to hel p brace Ben.

JOEL
Al npst t here.

BEN
Yup.

Toget her the three achieve the |anding of a drunkard.

Ryan lets go as May finds the armof the couch and Joel plops
down next to Ben.



BEN
. Ugh.

Joel conpletely spent |eans back.

JOEL
Oh shit.

Ryan throws a grin to Ben then Joel.

RYAN

You're telling nme buddy.
JOEL

Whew. Imjust glad you alright Ben.
BEN

Huh, yea.
Kl M

What can we get for you Ben

Bens head floats still he's quick to reply.

BEN

Water. A cold conpress.

JOEL
A what .

Kimwal ks to the nearest bat hroom

KIM
A cool rag!

May follows to help.

RYAN
You alright? You had ne scared there
for a m nute.

BEN
Hmm vyea. Feels |like when | was sick
in Africa.
Joel throws a confused | ook at Ryan.

JCEL
Africa?

Ryan nods and take a step closer to Ben.

122.
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RYAN
You nean the Congo, when you got
Mal ari a?

Ben pal e, sweat covered falls asleep.

RYAN
Shi t .

JCEL
Mal ari a?

RYAN

Yea, thats crazy.

JOEL
No shit thats crazy.

Ryan steps away to think.
Kimand May return with a wet wash cloth

KIM
How s he doi ng?

They approach him

JOEL
He just fell asleep.

May pats Ki m shoul der.

MAY
Its okay.

Kim | eans over and gently places the cool cloth over Ben's
f or ehead.

BEN
Mhm

Ben appears to relax and settles in his chair.
They all stand around and exhal e.

May places a glass of water on the end table next to the
couch.

KI'M
Onh thank god.
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MAY
We're not in the clear yet.

May expects resistance, so shies as she speaks.

RYAN
Yea we're gonna have to keep an eye on
himall night.

JOEL
What ? Why?

Joel lifts his head.

RYAN
He eventual |y needs to take sonething
for his fever.

KIM
That right.

RYAN
He's had the chills since we brought
himin the house.

MAY
Does anyone have any Tyl enol or
| bupr of en.

KI M
| do.

RYAN
| do too.

Joel has a curious expression when he | ooks to Ryan.

RYAN
What? | get swol |l en ankl es when |
hi ke.
Joel lets up
RYAN

Weed doesn't cure everything.
Joel puts his own hands up.

JCEL
Aight, | hear you.
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MAY
Good, then can one of you pl ease put
two of whatever on a napkin beside his
wat er .

Ryan lets Kimnove to get hers.

Kl M
Yea.

MAY
"1l go grab hima bl anket.

RYAN
| saw one in the cl oset over there.

Ryan points across the room
JOEL

"1l go see what we have for dinner
and get that started

RYAN
There is stuff in the fridge, we got
for tonight.

Ryan takes a seat next to Ben

RYAN

"1l help you in a mnute.
JOEL

No worries, | got it.

Joel peers at each, everyone is worried or fatigued.

JOEL
Y all take a load off. Turn on the
t.v. or whatever. Just hang there with
our guy.

May and Joel exchange nods and take off in separate
di rections.

Ryan | eans back yet keeps an eye on his friend.

Kimreturns, sets two pills on the end table then takes a
seat beside them

DI SSOLVE
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| NT. AR BNB CABI N, KI TCHEN- NI GHT
Everyone is seated rather quiet.
Joel brings the last itemand a pitcher of tea to the table.
JOEL
(Clears throat)
Hope everyone is okay with sweet tea.

Ryan listens and watches the living room

Kimtired, peers up at Joel.

KIM
That sounds great.
MAY
Yea, thanks. This | ooks amazi ng.
RYAN
|"mstarving, thanks bud. |I'msorry |

shoul d' ve hel ped.

JOEL
Awe, you're all good brother.

Joel gl ances then hunbly waves away Ryan's gesture.

JOEL

Plus we all know you can't cook.
RYAN

VWhat, | nmake a nean grilled cheese.

Kimraises one eye brow at Ryan and snortels.
RYAN
Unless I"mhigh, 1'd probably burn
that shit.
They all share a smle and a | augh.

A rustle is made and feet shuffle when Ben stutter steps from
around t he corner.

Ryan stands and rushes to help him

RYAN
Hey hey, how you feeling bubba?
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BEN
(Munbl es)
Un thirsty and ny heads poundi ng.

KIM
| cant believe you are up already?

BEN
(Slurs words)
Are you guys eating, wthout nme?

MAY
We just sat down.

May gets up, crosses to the living room

RYAN
W wouldn't think of it.
KIM
Come on in, join us.
JOEL
Yessir please do. Take ya' tine

t hough.
May returns with the glass of water and two i buprofen.
They all sit down and begin to pass around food.

MAY
After you get a bite, take these okay.

Eyes squi nted Ben peers down at the table.

He reaches for them pops both foll owed by a quick sip of
wat er .

In monments they each have plates of food, are in higher
spirits and start to eat in earnest.

Ben is a third of the way through his plate when he slows and
w pes at his forehead.

He puts his silverware down and wanes a beat in his seat when
everyone takes noti ce.

MAY
Ben, you okay?

Ben peers away to collect hinself.
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A beat |ater a cough comes over himthat he attenpts to hold
back.

RYAN
You need anyt hi ng?

Ben begins to hold up one shaky hand.

In the next beat Ben takes a | arge heaving breath and doubl es
over himself at the table.

Everyone leans in and attenpts to help him

In the next instant Ben stands then doubl es over again before
he sits back down and works to prop himself upright.

At this point all are confused.

Ben opens his nmouth and begins to heave | arge anmounts of
projectile vomt.

They all try to stand or fall back wards to avoid it.
Ki m unabl e to escape takes the brunt of the outbound puke.
A beat goes by, they all stand about.

Kimis nore distressed then the others when Ben again starts
to noan and gurgl e.

KIM
Ch god!

Ki m ext ends one arm out.

Ben heaves npore vonmit, this tine he stands when an even
| arger pass of projectile vomt foll ows.

This time Kimescapes the wath, they watch Ben who appears
to have a never ending stream of vomt.

Afterwards he falls into his seat at the table and passes out
onto his plate.

Joel and Ryan | eap up.
JOEL

Can you get ne the rag off the stove,
pl ease!



Ryan crosses to the stove, renoves the hand towel then
qui ckly returns to hand it off to Joel.

Joel places it under Bens face then shrugs.
Joel peers to Ryan then to My.

JOEL
VWhat the actual fuck was that?

Ryan shakes his head in return.
JOEL

s that normal. |'ve never seen
anything like that before.

MAY
Nei t her have |?
RYAN
He menti oned Mal ari a?
JCEL
Thats right, he said he felt |ike
Africa.
RYAN

He caught malaria that trip. It was
crazy he alnost died fromit too.

JOEL
VWhat ?

RYAN
Yea.

MAY

How woul d anything here in the states
have himfeeling like the Malaria in
Africa?

RYAN
Thats just it, | don't know
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May and Joel nods, Kim stands by distraught covered in throw

up.

RYAN
| don't know.

Joel glances from My to Ryan then to Kim
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JOEL
Ki m
Conpl etely grossed out and unable to nove.

KI M
Huh?

JOEL
Go upstairs, take a shower.

I n shock Kimdoes an about face and nobans her way to the
bat hr oom

Joel turns to Ryan and May.

JCEL
We'll ..clean this up

Joel shakes his head as he peers around.
Ryan checks Ben's breaths
RYAN
There's cleaning stuff in the closet

in the kitchen

Joel leans into Ryan and May.

JOEL
W' || keep an eye on him he seens to
have gotten whatever it is out of him
Now.
May gasps.
JOEL
We' || call an anmbul ance if anything

i ke that happens again.
Joel | ooks from Ben back to them bot h.

JOEL
O herwi se, | don't know.

MAY
Do the best we can to make him
confortabl e.

May and Ryan return quiet, worried nods.
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DI SSCLVE.

I NT. Al RBNB CABI N, LIVING ROOV DAY
THE LIVING ROOM | S FI LLED WTH A SOFT LI GHT OF THE MORNI NG

Passed to on the couch next to each other and sharing a
bl anket is Joel and May.

On the | ove seat passed out with another blanket is Ben.
The sun rises further when Ryan conmes down and checks on Ben.

He takes a | arge breath when he's joined by Kimas she
descends the stairs.

KI'M
How s he doi ng?

Joel takes a large breath then exhal es.

JCEL
Better, | think.

Ki m approaches, takes a |ook at Ben, lifts the blanket up to
his chin then smles at Ryan.

KIM
The color is returning to his face,
t hat s good.
Ryan agrees in an attenpt to project a positive outl ook.

KI M
Come on, let's find sone coffee.

Ki m extends a hand to Ryan.

RYAN
Ckay.

Ryan nods and j oi ns her.
| NT. AlR BNB CABI N, KI TCHEN- NI GHT

Kim pours a cup of steam ng coffee for Ryan, lifts then
carries it to him
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RYAN
Awe, thanks.

Kim crosses back to the kitchen, pours her own then joins him
at the table.

Ki m pauses then | eans into Ryan.

They settl e agai nst each other in the quiet of the nonent,
May and Joel walk into the room

KIM
Hey.

May notices the two and waves a hand.

MAY
Mor ni ng.

Joel nods at Ryan as they approach.

RYAN
Mor ni ng.

Kimlends a hopeful smle back.

RYAN
We just got up too.

KI'M
Maybe 10 m nutes ago.

Joel nods, May crosses to the coffee pot as Joel takes a seat
at the table.

MAY
Cof f ee?

JOEL
Pl ease.

May pours as they all sit in silence at the table.
A mnute later she joins themand hands a nug to Joel.

JCEL
Thanks.

THEY ALL SIT QU ETLY, THE BIRDS QUTSI DE SI NG THE SUN SHI NES
THROUGH THE W NDOWS.
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Ryan sits and sinply holds his nug, at |ast he begins to take
a sip when they becone aware of a stir in the living room
The 4 friends turn to | ook.

BEN
Is that coffee |I snell

Everyone gets up and quickly makes for the living room
| NT. Al RBNB CABIN, LIVING ROOW DAY
Ben noves in slow notion to sit up.

BEN
Cough, cough

Ryan circles the corner first, everyone else is just behind.

RYAN
Oh man, am 1 glad to see you awake!

Ki m becones faint when she spots Ben awake.
Kl M
( Sobs)
Oh, thank god.

The enotions range, each person steps closer to Ben their
fear |l ess and charismatic friend.

Wth sone effort Ben noves his legs to the floor.
May catches his eye with a gentle smle.

MAY
How are you feeling?

May takes a step to the side to let Joel in.

BEN
Alittle beat, honestly.

Joel last to approach, steps forward with a glass of water in
hand he gently extends towards Ben.

BEN
And thirsty.

Ben peers up at the water then to Joel.
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Joel steps forward and hands hi mthe gl ass of water.

Ben accepts the water and peers back at Joel w th thankful
gratitude.

JOEL
Take your tine.

Ben takes a deep breath, exhales then sips the water.
The group of friends encircle Ben, idle and quiet.
He peers back at themslowy as he finishes his glass.

BEN
Honestly guys, |'m okay.

Everyone | oosens up.

They each take a place around around Ben on to the couch.

Kl M
| really cant believe you' re awake and
al right.

RYAN

Yea buddy, we were seriously worried..
Ryan enphasis wth another silly gesture.
RYAN
We didn't know if you were going to
make it through the night or if we
shoul d take you to the hospital ?

Ben graciously regards themall.

BEN
Thanks, all of you for taking care of
ne.

MAY
We all know, you woul d have done the
sane.

Bens' eyes gl oss over as he appreciates his friends.

BEN
Eh, hmm Thanks y'all.
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Ryan stands and noves for the kitchen.
Ryan returns with sone coffee.
Ben raises himself up tall and receives it.

JCEL
Anyt hing el se we can get you brother

Ben take a long sip of his coffee then wearily answers.

BEN
Yea, | am starved.

The four glance at one anot her.

BEN
What ?

RYAN
| bet you are buddy?

BEN
VWhat's that nean?

Joel flashes a grossed out expression at Ryan.

BEN
VWhat ?

KI M
You don't renmenber?

Ben scratches the back of his head.

BEN
Not, really.

They each gl ance at Ryan then back to Ben.
RYAN

Come on, let's get sonmething in you.
Maybe you can tell us what you

r emenber

KI M
..And we'll tell you what really
happened.

Ben nods as the group transitions into the kitchen.
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I NT. Al RBNB CABI N, KITCHEN- DAY
EVERYONE ENTERS THE Kl TCHEN

Most take seats save Ben who stands next too May by the
cof fee pot.

SHE POURS COFFEE THEN HANDS THE MJUG TO BEN

MAY
Cream or sugar?

BEN
Not today, thx.

May wat ches then follows Ben to the table where they join the
ot hers.

Ben sets his nug down then seats hinself.

After a beat Ben reaches for his nmug, takes a sip then stares
back at everyone.

BEN
Al right, color nme curious?

Ben takes a sip then continues.

BEN
Al I remenber is feeling weak and
faint somewhere toward the end of the

trail.
Ryan and Joel lean in.
May squints her eyes, curious.

RYAN
Yea, we had to help you finish the
trail and make it back to the car.

Ki m gl ances around at everyone.

KIM
| never seen anything like that
bef or e!

May nods in agreenent.

RYAN
She's right. It got so extrene, so
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fast | thought you had mal ari a?
Ben strokes the stubble on his face.

BEN
Cone to think of it.

Ben peers to his side in deep thought.

BEN
| ' ve never been bl ack out sick from
anyt hing before this.

RYAN
Even in Africa?

BEN
Not even in Africa.

Everyone curiously stares at Ben.

BEN
That was a "m | d" case of Ml ari a.
Even whil e bedridden, | was sone what
coherent, of course weak and sick as
hel | .

May steps forward.

MAY
Si ck, how sick?

JOEL
Yo', you was sick last night bro. Let
me tell you

Kim makes a stank face, raises a finger over her nose plus
shakes her head.

Ben surveys person to person, each shakes or nod in their own
grossed out way.

BEN
That bad?
RYAN
Man, | never seen shit |ike that!

Joel points his finger at Ryan.

May slowy nods with wild eyed affirmation.
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RYAN
It was |ike you reached sone, new
| evel of projectile vomt!

Ryan extends his armand hand fromhis nouth in an over
ent husi astic attenpt at a visualization.

Ki m nakes her own grossed out expression as she smacks Ryan.

KIM

Ugh!

Ben gl ances at Ki m confused?

RYAN

Fucki ng exorcist style!
KIM

Cal m down.
RYAN

What ?
KIM

That shit, was gross enough. |'m not

trying to re-live the whol e thing.

MAY
Ugh. Me neither!

Ben peers around.

MAY
It was bad.

JOEL
You don't remenber?

Ben conti nues a hazy scan of the kitchen.

BEN
Honestly, | don't.

JOEL
That's crazy.

RYAN
You woke up, decided to sit and eat
di nner with us.

Ben thinks for a second and comes up enpty.
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BEN
Thats crazy, | want to say | vaguely
do but the second half of yesterday is
i ke a deep fog.

MAY
Thats really.. sonething?

RYAN
Let ne tell you what buddy, it wasn't
just one tine either.

Joel mekes a disgusted expression at Ryan.

KIM
It just kept com ng and com ng.

MAY
We just finished cleaning the kitchen
at like 3 this norning.

Ben rai ses his eye brows.

JOEL
Yea, ain't no towels, wash cl ot hes,
paper towels or otherwise left in this
house!

Ben bl ushes.

BEN
Ww, Imso sorry. Thanks guys.

Ben peers down and reveal s a pai ned expression.

He turns sideways, lifts his calf to his side and presses at
a pale inprint that waps around his ankl e.

BEN
VWll, thats not all.

Everyone fol |l ows Ben eyes.

KIM
What do you nean?

Kim foll ows everyone gaze.

BEN
Take a | ook at this?
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Ben stands up, as he does he lets his foot rest on his seat.

There is a deep, green and yellow bruise on the back of Ben's
calf that extends from one ankle to the next.

Everyone falls silent
Ki m wat ches everyone conf used.
Kl M
It just |ooks |ike a really gross
br ui se.
Joel leans in then peers fromthe bruise to the others.
Ryan takes a second cl oser | ook then steps back.
RYAN
Um buddy, that | ooks |ike a hand
print.. of sone kind.
May | eans in for a closer exam nation.

Joel looks to Ryan and nods in agreenent.

May barely nods her head, she stares down at the sickly
colored inprint with three fingers.

Ben peers down and over his shoul der at My.

He slowy returns to a normal posture then sits back down.
Everyone el se returns back to their respective seats.
They're all nostly quiet or in thought to them sel ves.

KI'M
Al'l 1 saw was a gross yell ow brui se!

Al break their sil ence.
Joel | aughs.

Ben | ets out a nervous, single |augh, goes inside hinself
t hen peers around.

May | aughs too, she returns to her line of thoughts that |ead
to Ben.

RYAN
It does but it also | ooks |ike..
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JOEL
(Matter of fact)
A skinny, weird 3 fingered hand print?

MAY
Do you renenber, where you picked that
up at?

Ben tries to recall.
He peers up at them

BEN
The last thing |I renmenber is.. that
thing that was following nme in the
forest.

Everyone stares back at Ben.
Ki m speaks up

Kl M
The bear?

Each stands beside the next in anticipation.
May turns her head from side to side.

MAY
|"mnot entirely sure.. that was a
bear .

Joel | ooks from May to Ryan.
Joel refrains from saying a word.
Ryan exhal es and speaks bl untly.

RYAN
(Mutters)
Yea. Well, no shit.

Ben | ooks around hinself before he returns his eyes to the
gr oup.

BEN
| heard sounds.

KI M
Sounds?
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First, it was in the bushes parall el
to me.

Joel stops and turns towards Ben.

Ben tries to follow the sequence of events in his head.

BEN
Then there were the sounds.
Ben turns his head, |like he's listening to sonething.
BEN
Like a clicking sound, like a ..big
i nsect?

Kimturns fromRyan to Joel then to May in search of a
friendly clue.

BEN
| felt |ike something was wat ching. .
us.

May quietly nods to her self.
MAY
| think I did too. | just didn't know
what to nake of it!
Ben turns slowy to face May when they catch eyes.

The group watches the two of themand in turn exchange
curious gl ances.

Ben shakes hi s head.

BEN
| have no idea what it was but | have
to admt, |'mnore curious now than
ever.

KI M

Wait, what? You' ve got to be kidding!
Joel squints at May.
She stares back at Ben.

RYAN
Yea, you know we don't have to go back
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out there today.

Ryan thunmbs over his shoul der then glances to the others for
support

RYAN
W weren't sure if we should take you
to the hospital, a few hours ago.

Ryan protests with his hands rai sed.

MAY
| mean I'ma little curious too but we
don't have to do anything.

Kl M
Yea, |'"'msure we'd all be just fine
wi th bunping around here today.

Joel watches person to person.

BEN
| mean we weren't even really going to
the sane area. It's a whole other park
fromwhere we were yesterday.

RYAN
|"m sure the odds of us seeing a bear
were one in a mllion.

Ryan peers back down at Bens | egs and stops only to shake his
head.

RYAN
Let al one bunping into what ever the
fuck that was. Still.

Ryan pats the air wth his same open pal ns.

Kl M
W have no real need to | eave here,
let's just stay here chill. Maybe go

get a bite in town.

Kim exhal es a sigh of relief.

BEN
Let's all take our tine, take a shower
and we'll get us a bite on the way.

Joel ' s eyebrows rai se.
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Ki m pops back up and faces Ben.

Kl M
VWhat ?

Ben peers at Ryan who appears surprised then regrettably
accepts.

Kimremai ns the odd one out and observes the others with
di sbel i ef .

KI'M
| cant believe y'all.

Kimthrows both her hands up.
Kl M
This man al nost dies yesterday and the
whol e group has gone nad.
Kimturns and wal ks away.
Kl M
Fuck it, let's all go back again they
say.
The others in the kitchen watch Kim | eave.
Ben stands up fromhis chair.

Ryan pats hi mon the shoul der

RYAN
Take your tinme okay.

Ben nods and wal ks of f.

Ryan stands and wal k away after Kim
May and Joel renain.

May takes a long sip

Joel enpties the last pre roll joint fromhis cigarette case,
audi bly exhales, throws it in his nouth and lights it.

Upon exhal e he holds it out, May snatches it and takes a deep
dr ag.

She nods whil e she exhal es a rather |arge cloud of snoke.
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Dl SSOLVE
EXT. H GHVWAY 101- DAY
Sl ow droni ng nusi c buil ds.

THE SUV DRI VES DOM A LONG CORRI DOR OF HI G-WAY, ENSHROUDED BY
STRI PES OF FOG AND SUN LI GHT.

THEY PASS OVER AN OLD CONCRETE BRI DGE, OVER GROMWN W TH
VEGETATI ON AND DI LAPI DATED

EVERYONE SI LENTLY PEERS OQUT THE W NDOW

THEY TURN OFF THE H GHWAY AND ONTO A LONE DI RT ROAD FURTHER
| NTO THE FOREST.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT, OLD REDWOOD TRAI L- DAY

THE VEHI CLE PULLS | NTO THE PARKI NG LOT AND PAST A MAN THAT
APPROACHES A COUPLE OF HI KERS.

The hi kers attenpt to bypass the man with the flyers when he
shoves a flyer at them and raises his voice.

RYAN
Sheesh.

Ryan, May, Joel and Ki mwatch out the car wi ndows as they
drive past

KIM
What's that guys probl enf

Joel and May continue to eyeball himas they pull into a
par ki ng spot.

MAY
| have a feeling we're gonna find out
in a mnute.
EXT. PARKI NG LOT, OLD REDWOOD TRAI L HEAD- DAY

The gang clinbs out of the car as the | ast couple people walk
away fromthe frantic man.

Wt hout skipping a beat the man peers around, spots the group
and approaches as they encircle.

Joel and May watch hi m near.
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Ben barely takes notice, he's last to get out and bee |ines
for his back pack in the trunk.

Ryan and Kim step forward.

ZACK
H, |I'mZack. Imsorry for approaching
you |ike this.

They all shuffle about or turn to face him
The Man with the Flyer takes a mnute to | ook at each.

RYAN
Un it's all all good nan. What's up?

ZACK
It's just that..

Zack exhal es, takes a breath and attenpts to keep their
attention.

ZACK
My famly and | were not far around
the corner and up the nountain side,
from here

Zack puts a hand to his brow.

ZACK
About, just over a nonth back.

Everyone |istens and or exam nes Zack.

Zack pauses, glances down to his side then shakes the paper
in his hand.

ZACK
Uh, this is a picture of ny
gr andf at her .
Zack lifts it up into view and faces it at them

Ben rai ses his hand to shadow his eyes.

ZACK
He went m ssing, unexpl ai nably.

Everyone gl ances at the photo then to the rather young man
with growi ng hair and facial stubble.
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Ki m shakes her head.

May turns her head and peers at Ryan then to Joel.

ZACK
W were all together hunting one
m nute then the next, he was gone.

RYAN
|"msorry, W haven't seen him

KI'M
Did he get |ost or sonething?

ZACK
That's just it. W found his gun and
his shoes but he was no where to be
f ound!

The group is at a loss for words.

ZACK
Pl ease, do me a favor. Qur nunber is
on here.

Di stressed Zack inplies anyone take the flyer.

ZACK
Maybe you can just take a photo of
this flyer and keep an eye out.

BEN
O course.

May renoves her canera and takes a quick photo of the flyer.

MAY
Thanks, | hope you find him

ZACK
| really appreciate it!

JOEL
Yea man.

Ryan takes the back pack from Ben then begins to shuffle past
Zack and wave the others forward.
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RYAN
We'll nost definitely keep an eye out!
They all follow Ryan's | ead and conti nue past Zack.

Zack steps aside then after he peers out at the foggy forest
he re approaches them w th both hands up.

ZACK
Pl ease. Be careful out there!

KI M
We sure will.

Zack stares back at Kim
ZACK
| f anything weird or funny happens out
there, you get out immediately.

BEN
Al right. W will.

KIM
Thank you

May nods and nouths a thank you to Zack.
The group marches forward.

Zack stands and watches themtill they disappear around a
cor ner.

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L- DAY
The group starts in earnest down the trail.
Ben soon takes the |ead from Ryan and Ki m

It doesn't take long before May & Joel catch up, with a grin
May passes Ben.

A mnute later Joel does as well and pats Ben on his
shoul der.

JOEL
Take your tine.

When Ki m catches up, she speaks up.



KIM
How are you feeling?

Ryan gl ances from Kimto Ben.

BEN
"' malright.

Ben gl ances fromKimto Ryan.

BEN
Not as strong as usual, | guess.

Ben exhal es, accepts it then shrugs it off.

Kl M
Want the last bit of ny coffee?

Kims coffee cup in hand, she thrusts it at him

Kl M
It may just give you the kick you
need.

Ben's nmeh expression changes to a gentle smle.
They both slow to a stop.

BEN
You know what, why not? |'msure |
coul d use the sugar.

Ryan slows as they all turn to face each other.

RYAN
We brought plenty of snacks in case
any of us need any.

Ben takes the cup, sips at it and nods.

BEN
(Pucker faced)
Whoa! That's sweet.

Kimrai ses her eye brows?

Kl M
Sorry.

BEN
No, it's good.
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Kimsmles.

RYAN
When you finish it, feel free to chuck
it in nmy bag.

Ben takes a final sip.

BEN
Thanks Kim

KI'M
Uh huh. No probl em

Ben renoves the lid, turns the cup upside down and shakes it
tw ce.

He turns to Ryan, unzips the back pack and folds the cup
before it's zipped inside.

Ben, Kim and Ryan pace thensel ves.

Ahead May and Joel |ean against a | arge boul der that props up
an even | arger tree.

Anot her couple mnutes along the trail, the group cones to a
slow ri se.

KIM
What do you think about that story
back there? You guys believe hinf

Ben is quiet.

RYAN
Not really nmuch to debate..

Ki m passes a qui zzical | ook at Ryan.

RYAN
| nmean, he seened sincere. The flyer
appeared to have a photo, nane, dates,
t he county and area he went m ssing.

Kl M
You don't think he could ve faked
t hat ?

Joel speaks up froma few feet away.
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JCEL
O course he coul d' ve. But why?

Kim sl ows just behind and starts to speak then stops her self
bef ore she peers person to person.

MAY
He sure seened upset.

Kl M
| m sayi ng, thats what worries ne.

Ben gl ances to each then out at the nountains that rise up
around t hem

BEN
The spot he said his grandpa went
m ssing, is on the opposite nountain
si de.

RYAN
And at least 5 nmles away..

Ben nods hi s head.

KIM
Am | the only one thinking that maybe
what ever happened to Ben yesterday.

Kim points fromBen then thunbs up to the parking | ot.

KIM
M ght be connected to that kids
m ssi ng grandpa.

RYAN
Hah ha.

Ryan bites his tongue.

JOEL
Huh?

May seriously ponders he friends theory.

MAY
Unm

JOEL
Don't you think thats a bit of a
stretch?
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RYAN
Yea, we don't even really know what
happened yest erday?

Ben quietly observes everyone, scratches the back of his head
then | eads the group on up the trail.

They each watch himthen in turn foll ow behi nd.

Several mnutes further they start to crest the nountain in
earnest, nore nountain tops can be seen in the distance.

The | ast of the norning fog burns off or swirls in the
val | eys bel ow as they clinb.

Kl M
Does anybody have any idea how | ong
this wll |ast..

JOEL

This tinme | nust concur, |Imnot sure
how far | can go today.

They all begin to slow again or | ook to Ben when he turns
around his arm out stretched.

BEN
Just around the next bend.

Ryan throws a smrk at Ben who plays coy before he reveals
his own subtle smrk.

BEN
Take your tine.

Ben sl ows hinsel f.

BEN
There's supposed to be a view point
ahead before it drops back down and
around the nountain to circles back
around the other side.

RYAN
Let's take a sip of sone water and
then we'll continue on.

The group each reaches into the back pack and grabs their
wat er bottl es.

A slow minute of sips and the bottle return to the bags and
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t hey continue on.
EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, CREST- DAY

The trail energes out of thick Iine of tall redwood trees
that blow in the w nd.

Grass covers the ridge as they approach a single bench that
faces the picturesque view.

Ben takes a seat, the gang | eans against or sits on the bench
next to him

Speechl ess, they gaze at the forest covered nountains as far
as the eye can see.

Kl M
Ckay, I'll be the first to admt. This
i's incredible!

May nods her head.

Joel's wonderstruck, at first attenpt he m sses when he
reaches out for the side of the bench to prop himself up.

Ryan smles at the group, is proud of Ben then nods as he too
joins in basking of the view

JCOEL
Ben.

Joel clearly noved peers down at Ben

JOEL
| think | see, why getting up here is
SO inportant to you

Ben gl ances up at Joel.
JOEL
| mnot sure |'ve ever seen anything,
any place like this.
Ben grows a soft smle

Kl M
Me, neither.

JOEL
It's just so..
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May too has hunble tears building in her eyes.

MAY
| ncr edi bl e!

A m nute passes when a strong gust stirs themw th a bl ast of
cool wi nd.

RYAN
Who hoo, thats a tad bit chilly!

May turns and peers up at the sky to the west, where |arge
gray clouds sock in fromthe coast.

RYAN
Looks Iike we have a little something
comng in off the coast.

BEN
Then we'll get noving. The trail just
circles around this npuntain.

RYAN
The map | ooked like it crosses over a
couple trails on the far side and
conti nues back around.

BEN
|'d say we're approaching half way
now.

Kimfollows statenents back and forth between Ben and Ryan.

RYAN
At least a third of the way.

Ki m shoul ders slunp as a gl um expressi on spreads across her
face.

BEN
Look at it this way, at least its
likely all down hill from here!

Joel smiles then chuckles at Ben's rebuttal.

JCEL
It's all good man. Let's just be
present and enjoy each ot hers conpany.

RYAN
Her e, here.
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MAY
Cool .

Kl M
Ckay.

They wal k away fromthe bench and begin down the trail.
EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, OPPCSI TE S| DE- DAY

ON THE OPPOSI TE SI DE, A SVALL BABBLI NG BROOK DESCENDS THE
VALLEY BETWEEN THE MOUNTAI N SI DES.

Birds chirp and a wood pecker sounds over the gentle flow of
t he water

MAY
This is so pretty back here!

THE GANG DESCENDS | NTO A SMALL VALLEY.
JOEL
And we haven't bunped into anyone on
this whole trail.
A LI TTLE STREAM MEANDERS W THI N REACH OF THE TRAI L.

Ben wal ks over, kneels by the water and scans the rocks in
t he creek bed.

KIM
| know right, its Iike we have the
whol e place to oursel ves!

Ben picks up a dark blue, round river rock with a swirl thru
it, he stands up and rolls it over in his hand.

A BREEZE BLOANS THROUGH THE VALLEY THAT SENDS A CHI LL THRU THE
ENTI RE GROUP

OVERHEAD, HEAVY CLOUDS GATHER AND SHROUD THE SURROUNDI NG
FOREST.

Ki m rubs at her shoul ders.

Kl M
Ck, that got dark fast.

May gl ances at Kim
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MAY
Well, at |least we knew it was com ng.

BEN TOSSES THE ROCK BACK | NTO THE CREEK, REJO NS THE PATH AND
AGAI N TAKES LEAD.

They fol |l ow.
EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, TRAILS XI NG DAY
THE TRAIL CROSSES TWO PATHS.

One ascends the opposite nountain, the other continues up the
val l ey and around their nountain.

BEN G VES TI ME FOR EACH TO | NTERPRET.

JOEL
Huh, that's a lot of trails.

Ben peers ahead at their options.
They join Ben at the cross roads.

KI M
Vihi ch way?

MAY GLANCES AT THE OTHER TWO PATHS THEN NODS UP THE TRAI L
THEY WERE QON, BEN AND RYAN NOD AND SM LE.

BEN
Yeah, we just continue on around this
sanme nount ai n.

Ben points up the valley, further up the sane trail and to
the right.

AN EERILY FAM LI AR CLI CK, CLICK, CLICK, NARROALY AUDI BLE OVER
THE WATERS TRI CKLE G VES THEM ALL PAUSE.

MAY HEEDS THE SOUND AS SHE PEERS QUT PAST THE OTHERS.
RYAN STOPS ABRUPT THEN LI STENS | NTENT.
BEN AND KI'M LEER I N OPPCSI TE DI RECTI ONS.

A DI STINCTLY LURI D CLI CK, CLICK, CLICKING SOUNDS AGAI N, LOUD
ENOUGH FOR ALL TO HEAR!
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RYAN
(hushed)
VWhat the fuck is that?

BEN
(Wi spers)
Shhh. . Listen.
Ben steps forward and cups one hand to his ear.
May |istens and watches, she rotates to find the sound.
JOEL
(deadpan)
|"ve never heard anything |ike that.

KIM
Maybe we shoul d get noving.

Joel and Ryan share head nods, May steps toward Ben and away
fromthe group

THE REST GLANCE AT EACH OTHER THEN FOLLOW BEHI ND MAY.
EVERYONE PASSES THE | NTERSECTI NG TRAI LS.

May joins Ben at the front as they gaze out upon the forest
t oget her.

MAY
What do you think it is?

Ben shakes hi s head.

BEN
| don't think we've ever, net this.

May side eyes Ben then slowy returns her eyes to the forest.
A DEEP GROAL SOUNDS FROM THE TREES | N FRONT OF THEM

BEN AND MAY | NSTI NCTI VELY TAKE A HALF STEP BACK THEN LOOK AT
EACH OTHER

BEYOND THEM AN | NVI SI BLE FORCE LANDS | N THE BUSHES BENEATH A
G ANT REDWOCD

The group falls over each other as they turn to run away,
unabl e to process the obscure novenent.

The still unseen force bursts through a snmall swath of bushes
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and trees.

The pani cked group each runs up separate trails.
BEN REMAI NS WHI LE THE OTHERS FLEE

A click-ing sound is audible.

Ben caul ks his head.

An aggressive grow .

Ben takes a a step backwards with barely time to flinch.
FWOOP!

THE BUSHES SHAKE, BEN S SHOE FLI ES | NTO FRAME

A fleeting click, click, click is heard.

Al is quiet.

THE ONLY SOUNDS OF THE FOREST | S THE BREEZE AND THE SOFT FLOW
OF WATER

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, OPPOsSI TE SI DE- DAY
KIM STOPS AND TURNS AROUND FI RST

Shaken, out of breath and on the verge of tears, she listens
t hen | ooks for Ben.

Kl M
(Cries)
Ben. .

JOCEL AND MAY PEER OUT FROM BEH ND SEPARATE TREES JUST OFF A
NEARBY TRAI L.

Ryan gasps for breath against a tree several feet up from
Kim he notions for her to be quiet.

Kl M
( Screarmns)
Ben!
EACH EMERGE FROM THE HI DI NG SPOTS.

Ryan approaches, his hands raised and his expression
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synpat heti c.
RYAN
Shh. Cal m down.
KI M
VWhat the fuck was that?
RYAN
Cal m down.
KI M

Where the fuck did he go?

RYAN
| don't know what just happened.

THEY CONVERGE

JOEL
Let's.. just keep it down, okay.

Kim focuses on her breaths, panic shifts as her eyes begin to
dart about.

KI M
| s that Bens shoe?

KIM PO NTS A SHAKI NG FI NGER PAST THEM AT THE SHCE ON THE
GROUND

Joel approaches and with a hand on her shoul der attenpts to
consol e her.

MAY SWEEPS THE AREA.
Ryan picks up the | one shoe.

MAY LI STENS | NTENT AND SCOURS THE TRAILS AND THE LARGE TREES
THAT ENVELOP THEM

Ryan reaches out to Kim

KIM
Ch ny god!

RYAN
Don't worry we'll find him

She resigns herself into his arns.



Joel turns and takes a step toward Muy.

JOEL
DO you see anyt hi ng?

May still searches.
Joel follows her gaze.

JOEL
Do you hear anythi ng?
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May remains vigilant, at |last she turns her eyes to Joel.

MAY
The question is.. Should we continue
up the trail or go back the way we
came?

Behi nd them Ryan peers up at the nountain then speaks.

RYAN
I mpretty sure, we're half way now.
May nods.
MAY
Exactly.

Ki m appears nore frightened that |ast statenent.

JOEL
Ckay t hen.

Kl M
We're not | eaving Ben out here!

Everyone pauses.
A LONG SI LENCE G VES VWAY TO QUI ET STARES.
Joel gul ps then exhal es.

JOEL
We have to consider all our options.

Kimstarts to sob again

Joel drops his head, May steps forward.
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MAY
No one wants to | eave Ben out here.

May takes a |last step toward Kimand puts a hand on her.

MAY
If we stay out here, one of us m ght
be next.
May exhal es.

May shakes her head, she resigns to her own words.
Joel steps forward with a deep breath and a solid stance.
JOEL

The sooner we get back to the lot, the
sooner we can get hel p.

Joel nods at Kim

She sits a beat, a long tear falls down her cheek when she
| ooks up and nods back.

Ryan has reservations yet nods and pushes forward.

TRAUVATI ZED THEY MOVE UP TRAI L TOMRD AN OVERLOOK OF TREES
AND BOULDERS.

JOEL
What do you think?

May |istens before she turns to face them

MAY
Do You hear that?

Ryan lifts his head and |i stens.

KI M
Hear what!

Joel peers into the distance.

MAY
Wiy did it get so quiet?

JOEL
Did It only want Ben?
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Ryan responds.

RYAN
Maybe.. It's baiting us?

They all stare at Ryan.

KIM
O gonna' pick us off one by one?

They ponder the inplications.

MAY
Coul d be any of those.

May gl ances fromthe group back up the trails.
MAY
The real question is, should we go
back or continue forward?

Everyone stares at the next person w thout answer.

RYAN
Does it even matter?

The group npbans at the thought.

Kl M
What do you nean?

Ryan gl ances at their options then back at them

RYAN
W didn't even see.. what ever that
was!

JCEL

Whats your point?

RYAN
| nmean, it literally could be
anyt hi ng, or anywhere?

The group falls stiff.
LEAVES FALL FROM THE TREES | N THE BREEZE.
MAY

Ryan's right. Let's keep our eyes and
ears open.
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Joel nods.

JOEL
This time let's try to stay together.

Each nods back at the other.

MAY
It's al nost sunset. W shoul d probably
keep novi ng.

THE FRENZI ED GROUP TAKES NOTI CE OF THE LI GAT VI SUALLY DM

OVERHEAD THE SUN PASSES THRU | TS FURTHEST POSI TI ON AND STARTS
TO FALL BEH ND THE MOUNTAI N

Each peer out wth dread, no one person takes the |ead.
MAY

|"'m not sure how nmuch further it is
but we cane quite a ways to get here.

RYAN
Yea, | think we said we had just got
hal f way.

MAY

We know the way back at least it's
famliar vs going ahead we don't, but
it could be shorter?

Kl M
What about that thing? Isn't it ahead
of us?

RYAN
At this point, we don't know where or
what it is.

A low click-ing is heard.
They each reflexively duck | ow and together.

Kl M
Did you hear that!

JOEL
(Gently)
Shhhhh.
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ANOTHER LONG ODD CLICK-I1 NG | S HEARD, THI S TI ME FROM BEHI ND
THEM

They each shift their weight and stare back in the direction
they cane from

KI M
Is it behind us now?

RYAN
VWhat the actual fuck

Joel glances from Kimand Ryan to My.

JOEL
Alright, let's try to stay together

Kimfights flight yet holds tight to Ryan.
RYAN
VWhatever that is, seens like it's
pushi ng us forward.
May nods her head then | ooks up at them both.
MAY
| think you're right, we mght not
have a choi ce.
They cautiously stand, their heads on sw vel.
Crunch!

THE FOUR VH P THEI R ATTENTI ON TO THE SOUND OF THE TREES SNAP
BEH ND THEM

JCEL
Forward t hen?

Joel is the first to slowy lean in the next direction.

RYAN
Forward it is.

Ryan, quickly takes the first step.
May nods as she high steps to take |ead.

Frozen, Kimlistens to the sounds around her w de eyed and
frantic.
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A kind yet strong hand grabs Kimls arm
JCEL

It's okay. You're okay, cone on. | got

you.
Joel assists Kimand they soon catch up.
EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAIL, FAR OPPOCSI TE SI DE- DAY
THE GROUP AGAI N PASSES THROUGH THE CRI SS CROSS OF TRAI LS.
THEY RI SE QUT OF THE VALLEY FROM BETWEEN THE MOUNTAI NS.

KIM
Is it still behind us?

May gl ances back and |istens, she cones to a stop next to a
br oken redwood surrounded by a cluster of ferns.

RYAN
| haven't heard anything since we
started up.
The four friends Scooby doo together and |isten.
JOEL
| hate to say it but I think |I heard
sonet hing parallel to us.
Ki m gl ances from side to side.

Joel peers pass their shoulders to the far tree |ine.

RYAN
That's exactly what Ben sai d.

May nods.
An inviting glow brightens their peripheral.

THE PATH CURVES ARCUND TREES AND JUST AHEAD OF THEM A SOFT,
W DE BEAM SHI NES UPWARD | NTO THE SKY.

In the same space a Songbird whistl es.

Ki m caul ks her head up at the sound and becones entranced by
t he epheneral radi ance.

KIM
Ww, it's so peaceful
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May, Joel and Ryan watch as Kimturns and starts right up the
pat h.
Kimlifts her hand and points as she stunbl es al ong.

Joel wavers and stares at the odd Iight that penetrates the
canopy into the sky.

The Songbird whistles

RYAN DOUBLE TAKES THE BEAM LI T AREA, IN H S PERI PHERAL ARE
MAY AND JCEL STILL HE FOLLOWNS KI M

Joel snaps out of it when Ryan starts past him
JCEL
(f ogay) _
What ..the hell ..is that?
MAY
(dazed)
| ..don't know.
May and Joel gl ance at each other then back to the gl ow
After another beat both seemto shake it.

MAY
Where are they goi ng?

May rolls her eyes then cautiously follows them Joel signs
then resigns to follow her.

May and Joel take a few steps, a nechanical sound is heard..
Akin to an | arge netal door.

May, Joel, Ryan and even Kim slows as each hear.. sonething.

A DRY, MECHANI CAL SOUND REVEALS A LOW BULLI SH HORN THAT
SEEM5 TO REVERBERATE FROM THE CLOUDS ABOVE.

The final hue's of daylight fade.
Once nore the forest falls eerily silent.

Kl M
Hey, where'd it go?

Ryan St ops and | ooks around.
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RYAN
Wait, what were we doi ng?

JOEL
Exactly. What the fuck were y'al
doi ng?

RYAN

More inportantly, what the fuck was
t hat sound?

May pats Ryan and Kimon the back, she attenpts to nove the
heard forward.

MAY
| don't know but it sure doesn't sound
good.

JOEL

No the hell it didn't.

They continue up the trail and around the back side of the
nount ai n.

JOEL
Thats it, we're just not gonna talk
about that |ight.

RYAN
And t hat sound?

A deep fog socks through nountain tops as they arduously
ascend.

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, FAR MOUNTAI N RI SE- DAY

RYAN
Hey guys, slow down!

Kl M
Yea, we can barely see you

May and Joel push up the trail ahead of Ryan and Kim as they
step thru another thick spot of fog.

RYAN
Sonet hi ng about this fog, doesn't feel
right?

Ki m gl ances around the forest barely visible through the fog,
she sniffs at the air.
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JCEL
This fog sure noved in fast.

May turns her nose away after getting a whiff.

KI M
And what is that snell?

A repul sed expression forces Kins to turn her nose up.

MAY
Ugh, it's really metallic. Kind of
burnt snelling.

RYAN
Yea, | al nost snell..

Ryan takes another sniff md sentence.

RYAN
Sul phur, Iike matches?

JOEL
Al nost |ike a gas or sonething.

Kim s enchant nent appears to wear off.

Kl M
Wiy all of the sudden, it doesn't
snell like forest anynore?

MVAY

Uh huh?
Shaken they carefully forge to the nountain top together.

JCEL
Remenber, stick together.

Joel throws a pl eading glance at each
JOEL
It's likely as wide across if not nore
as when we crossed the other side.
Kim s shakes her head.

Ryan appears to turn the thought over.
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RYAN
(mutters)
Fuck.
KIM
What does that nean?
MAY
It just neans, we shoul d pace

our sel ves.
Joel nods and Ryan feigns a smle.

THE TRAIL SKINNIES | NTO A STAND OF PI NE TREES UPON THE
Rl DGETOP.

EXT. OLD REDWOCD TRAIL, FAR CREST- N GHT

The group ascends further with no other sound then a breeze
that sway and bend tree |inbs.

Ferns, old growh and tall trees dom nate.
The four of themnaturally group closer as the night falls.

May peers through the darkness as they near a hill top, the
fog remains in patches.

MAY
|"ve got a weird feeling?

JOEL
Li ke soneone is watching us?

They crowd tight and exchange vexed expressions.
MmmMNaa NNnnAaa.

It closes in on them

Zzzzznnnhhh!

Ki m and Ryan gl ance at each other then peer out into the
dar kness.

Schhni ck!

May turns her head as she listens, the sound grows as it
nears.

Cr aaackl e!
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Joel instinctively reaches his hand in front of My.

May frowns before she follows his eye line to the tree's
parallel to them

The group back up as they catch sight of an electric, Geen
A ow t hat approaches.

The d owi ng Obj ect bounces along, until it notices them

A Geen Ob appears and veers fromthe tree |line and bobs
about as it observes the group.

Every one stares, no one noves.

Each experiences their own reactions; nystified, awe- struck,
fearful and cauti ous.

The G een object is enbol dened when joined by a second
smal ler, green orb fromthe tree |ine.

RYAN
(Mur mur s)
VWat the Fu.. ?

JOEL
It sure the hell aren't Tinker Bell.

The three friends share dreadful expressions.

The two gl owi ng objects venture fromthe tree |line towards
the group when the |arger one draws close then encircles Kim

Kl M
It's like a fairy.

Joel faces Kimin dis belief.
Kimreaches out in the direction of the Geen Ob.
May grabs at Kimso hard it startles her.

MAY
Don' t!

The two Green bjects intertwine then fancifully fan out in
an simlar direction.

Kimgiggles then follows theminto the tree line.
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RYAN
(W nes)
Cone on, Kim
Ryan is first to follow after her.

RYAN
Not agai n.

Thunder crackl es from above.

May and Joel steal another side gl ance.

JOEL
Ugh, .

MAY
| know, right!

A patch of heavy fog swirls around a sparse break in the
bushes at the tree line.

Ryan trips his way through where Kim entered.
May and Joel soon follow suit.
EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, FAR CREST " TRAP"- N GHT

RYAN
Fuck nme.. Kin? Kin

Ryan takes a couple steps further, slows and surveys.

RYAN
What.. Where is this girl?

A step further, Ryan peers around a | oose break of ferns and
bushes when he spots Kimtrail the green orb.

RYAN
Ki m

Each step Ryan pursues Kim the surroundi ngs take on a nore
forei gn appearance.

RYAN
St op!

Kimtakes a final step then slowy returns to awareness.

SMASH CUT
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EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, FAR CREST- NI GHT

May stonps into the distance, past the break in the bushes
Ryan and Ki m di sappear ed t hrough.

MAY
Ryan? .. Kim

Joel returns to the thicket of ferns, trees and bushes
nearest where they entered then peers at My.

MAY
Where the fuck did they go?

Joel shakes his head

JCEL
| don't know.

SMASH CUT
EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, FAR CREST " TRAP"- NI GHT
Ryan puts his hand on Ki m shoul der.

RYAN
Are you back with nme?

Ki m di scerns their predi canent.

KI'M
Where (on earth) are we?

Ryan squints at their surroundings.

KI M
And what is that snell?

Above and around them a heavy fog and shadow gat hers.
RYAN
It | ooks like the forest but |I'm not
sure it is.

Mrmmmnnnnn.

RYAN
VWhat the fu..

Pshhhhhhh!
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The ground shakes acconpani ed by a sound of clunky, heavy,
nmetal [doors] foll owed by a pressurized hiss.
RYAN
We should really head back the way we
cane.

Aghast, Kimnods in return.

Ryan grabs her by the hand, they sprint back in the direction
t hey entered.

A Dark Fog swirls as it shrinks ahead of them

Ryan and Kim | oose grip as they trip there way over the sane
ferns and bushes they entered through.

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, FAR CREST - N GHT

RYAN | S FI RST TO RETURN TO VIEW HE TRIPS H S WAY BACK
THROUGH

Joel | eaps.

Ryan falls over his pack as he attenpts to turn around.
UP THE PATH MAY TURNS AROUND

From the ground Ryan stares in wait for Kim

Ryan fixes on the void where Kimshould energe, tears formin
hi s eyes.

RYAN
Ki nf

Joel assists Ryan up.
May proceeds to re-exam ne the break in the bushes.

Joel picks up on Ryans trepidation as they close in on May
and t he bushes.

Ryan wat ches May step over the very sanme spot in the bushes.
Ryan qui ckly raises a hand toward her shoul der.
RYAN

(rmuttered)
Car ef ul !
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May turns to Ryan.

MAY
Were is she, Ryan?

RYAN PUSHES OFF JCEL AND STOMPS THROUGH THE BUSHES I N A
FRANTI C SEARCH

RYAN
Ki m

May too thrashes around the sanme area.

MAY
Ki m

Stoic, Joel observes both with a grinmace, he | owers his head.
Ryan soon realizes then slowy turns 'round.

RYAN
| was hol di ng her hand.

May stops and |istens.

RYAN
We were both running, together.

RYAN PEERS AT THE THI CK OF FOREST THEN TO THE BUSHES BELOW
THEY STUMBLED | NTO

RYAN
We tripped our way through this
fucking thicket of god dammed ferns.

Ryan stops, peers up then back at the thick of ferns and
bushes.

RYAN
She was right here with ne.

Ryan starts to sob
Smal | drops of rain start to fall.
Ryan col | apses to his knees.

MAY DRAWS NEAR RYAN, SHE PLACES HER HAND ON HI S SHOULDER THEN
H S HEAD.

Joel lifts his head then.. joins them
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THE SOFT TRI CKLE BECOVES A DREARY DOWN POUR.
EXT. OLD REDWOCD TRAI L, FAR CREST- N GHT

The trio huddl e together, they trudge forward.
THE MOUNTAI N |'S UNENDI NG

They' re exposed at heights to wind, through dense forests
before a stiff down slope only to rise soon after.

THE THREE NEAR A THI CK, SHADOWED GROMH COF LARGE TREES.

RYAN
VWhoa.

JOEL
Ugh. .

I N FRONT OF THEM EMERGES A VERY REAL FORK I N THE ROAD

RYAN
We're not going in their are we?

Their trail continues around the nmountain level with the
ridge, the | ower drops into a whole other valley.

MAY
um ..

May kindly glances at both options.

MAY
You know this is the |ikely way,
right.

Ryan advances toward the lower trail.

RYAN
| nmean this path is just as good as
any?

May and Joel pan their view over the shadow filled, form ess
val | ey bel ow.

JCEL
(i nsistant)
Ehem No brother it's not.

RYAN
| know.
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Ryan shoul ders go sl ack
RYAN

Just look at that and tell me you want
to go in there?

They each cringe at the sight of the thick grove ahead.

MAY
Agr eed.

JOEL
me neit her.

RYAN

| f you don't want to go this way, how
about we wait here 'til sun up!

Ryan pleads as he attenpts an eye to eye with each.

RYAN
Then we can nake a choi ce!

Joel sighs, May returns her eyes to Ryan's.
MAY

If we weren't already freezing,
m ssing friends, in danger and at

least a little dis-oriented, |I'd say
okay.
JOEL
(munbl es)

DO | have to add bei ng stocked.
RYAN
That is what it feels |ike, doesn't
it.
May gl ances from Ryan to Joel

She steps closer to Ryan and reaches out with a hug.

MAY

| don't want to | eave her either.
RYAN

Im. afraid she's still out here.
MAY

| know.
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Joel extends his hand to his friends shoul der.

JOEL
Then let's go get them sone hel p.

Ryan returns his sights to the trail ahead then gl ances back
at Joel and May with a nod.

RYAN
Ckay, alright.

They trek in anguish through the cold, a wet m st and the
shadows that cling to the trail

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, FAR CREST (OLD GROMH) - N GHT
May, Joel and Ryan cross into older growh forest.
SOVETHI NG WATCHES THEM FROM ABOVE.

The trio noves together in single file.

Ryan behind May and Joel gl ances back and notices a shi mrer
run across the trail.

RYAN
VWha?

Ryan gl ances forward to May and Joel then back.
The trail is enpty.
May sl uggi sh, |ooks back at him

MAY
Did you say sonethi ng?

Ryan hol ds his stare.
RYAN
(munbl es)
Did you see ..that?

May peers over Ryan down the trail, shakes her head then
rejoins Joel to keep the pace.

Ryan shakes his head then quickly falls back in.
A couple leafs flutter fall in front of Ryan.

He peers up.
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I N THE TREE ABOVE, A TRANSLUCENT SOVETHI NG SITS | NTO A CROUCH
POSI T1 ON. .
Ryan gawks at it.
The eyes are illumnated Red as It stares back.
After a curious exchange, the thing stands up.
Ryan scranbl es and i nmedi ately knocks into May and Joel .
Caught off guard, May and Joel stunble back a step

JOEL
VWhoa?

May intuits the threat, peers back then past Ryan.

MAY
What did you see?

May and Joel keep a hand on Ryan to keep him cal m
RYAN
(huffs)
Up there, in the tree.

They each turn and stare into the tree.

JCEL
Where exactly? | don't see anything.

Ryan wedges hinmself between his friends and extends one arm
i ndex finger pointed.

RYAN
Hal f way up, the big branch.

May fixes her stare, she squints up at the |large branch.

JOEL
You May?

Fi xated, May doesn't reply.

Joel lifts his brows at Ryan when he's interrupted by her
reacti on change.

May spots a Shinmmer in the tree, she leans forward and tilts
her head.
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RYAN
Do you see It, now?

May gives a slow, subtle nod.

Joel and Ryan fall behind May to reassess when the trio spot
a translucent shimrer | eap the distance fromone tree to
anot her .

Ryan imedi ately rotates on his heals then pushes and pulls
on May and Joel .

RYAN
Awe, shit!

JOEL
Go, run, run, run

The trio abruptly turn and bolt down the trail.

MAY
Ch ny, oh ny god!

Sonet hi ng crashes down into the bushes parallel to Joel, he
peers over.

JOEL
VWhat the fuck is that?

Ryan and May both shake their heads.

In the distance above the vast expanse of valleys, the noon
begins its steady descent.

MAY
We've got to keep going!

Ryan nods.
Joel pants and joins in the head nod.
They both foll ow My.

JOEL
Fuck!

Adrenal i ne pushes them further across the w de ridge.

MVAY
Cone on!
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They sprint through varying growt hs of bushes, trees and
br ambl es.

RYAN
(huffs)
| can't, keep this up ..nuch |onger.

The trio run out of steamand stunble into a nossy patch of
forest.

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAIL, FAR SI DE MOSSY FOREST- NI GHT
Ryan finds and sprawls atop a | arge boul der.

RYAN
(bet ween breat hs)
Fuck .. Me!

Joel |l eans against a green textured tree nearby and takes a
knee.

JOEL
(frustrated)
Oh .. ny god.

May cautiously peers up at the sane tree as she searches for
a breath.

MAY
(pants)
D d anybody, see anything?
Through exhaustion they each attenpt sone awareness.
Joel stands up and peers around.

Ryan rolls over and slides to his feet.

RYAN
Not once we started running.

JOEL
| heard sonet hi ng beside us!

Spooked, Ryan's head darts about like a bird after every
sound.

May continues to clock her surroundings.

MAY
| think, it's pushing us down the



nount ai n.
Ryan and Joel share worried expressions.

JOEL
It's got to al nost be dawn, if we can
just stay together til then.

RYAN
W have to be al nost all the way
around t he nountain by now?

MAY
Thi s kind of green, nossy stuff does

means we're back at a | ower el evati on.

JOEL
All we need is alittle sun Iight and
for all we know we're already back
near our..

A heavy, netallic scrape is heard all around
(*An Unl ock, drag then slam back cl osed.)

RYAN
There it is again!

JCEL
VWhat, the fuck?

MAY
VWhat is that?

Ryan pleads with Joel then Muy.

RYAN
That's the sound | was tal king about.

G r aaaaavwww

The trio react sinultaneously, they reel in horror.

JOEL
Fuck, not agai n.
RYAN
| don't want to know what that sound

is.

May reel s back.

181.
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They edge away from the sound together.

RYAN
Run!

Qut of view a large, translucent craft hovers above.

MAY
Oh shit, oh shit , oh shit!

PULSI NG ACCOVPANI ES A RADI ANT LI GHT THAT DOUSE THE TRI O

They duck and run for cover, their arnms crossed over their
heads to shade t hem

Several feet down a natural fork happens between the ridge
and the trail itself.

Joel and May stay to the descending trail.

EXT. REDWOOD FOREST, RETURN RI DGELI NE- NI GHT

An orb appears in front of Ryan and separates the trio.
He dodges it up the higher ride Iine.

Ryan finds himself upon the upper ridge, exposed and al one
he peers around confused.

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI'L, RETURN DESCENDI NG TRAI L- NI GHT

Over head Bright lights hover then dimas something flies
awnay .

May and Joel sl ow.

JOEL
Where's Ryan?

MAY
Wait, what?

May peers around.

MAY
Where did he go?

JCEL
Ryan.

They both face opposite directions
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MAY
Ryan!

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, RETURN RI DGE LI NE- NI GHT

AN OVERHEAD W ND BLOWs THE TREES AND BUSHES AROUND
RYAN, FRAUGHT HE GLI MPSES FROM SI DE TO SI DE.

HE TURNS WHEN A BRI GHT LI GHT BEFALLS H M FROM A SKYWARD
PCSI TI ON.

A thunderous, apocal yptic horn sounds fromall around.
RYAN FLI NCHES AND PUTS BOTH HANDS UP.
FADE TO VH TE
EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, RETURN DESCENDI NG TRAI L- NI GHT
May and Joel back track for Ryan.

MAY
(cautious)

Ryan?
May takes a step or two further and peers up the ridge.

JOEL
(appr ehensi ve)

Ryan!

They both take |ong glances in each direction then back at
each ot her.

JOEL
.. \What the fuck was that sound?

MVAY
(whi spers)
Where is he?

Joel pleads with Muy.

JOEL
|, don't know

Their eyes equally heavy wth doubt and tears.

MAY
VWhat do we do?
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JOEL
| swear it was |like, some kind of
hor n?

May spies the ground around them and spots sonet hing.

MAY

|"mpretty sure those are his shoes.
JCEL

VWhat ! \Where?

May points to the soft ground just up the ridge line from
t hem

MAY
| mean his shoe prints.

Joel nods, steps forward to see.

JOEL
| think you're right.

They glance fromthe prints to each other.

JOEL
Ei t her way, they' re fresh

May nods.
Joel nods back.
JOEL
Let's doubl e check for Ryan then head
strai ght down.
May returns her eyes to Joel fromthe footprints and nods.

Joel puts out his hand.

May grasps his palm undeterred they forge the ridge |line
t oget her.

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, RETURN RI DGE LI NE- NI GHT

May steps out first, she pushes aside bush as they approach
the edge of the ridge.

JOEL
Huh?
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MAY
Look!
THERE | S A FAI NT GLOWN THAT BOOVERANGS ACROSS THE HORI ZON.
The two of them pause, they observe the curious phenonenon.
MAY PEERS TO JCEL.
Joel Peers back at May.
They nourn yet find solace in one another.

Hunmmmmmmmpphh,

May pulls Joel near her.

Hunmmmphhhh. .

Startled, they duck for cover under a tree and both cover
their heads with their arnmns.

JOEL
Holy Shit!

WTH H' S HAND STI LL RAI SED JOEL GAZES UP AROCUND A TREE AND
| NTO THE SKY.

May follows his eyes.
Above them sonething cloaked returns to the sky overhead.

A long | ook proves an amazing sight, a translucent craft the
size of a football field holds its position over head.

MAY
( mout hes)
Oh. M. Cod.

Terrified,

Joel imredi ately backs up and pushes May under the cl osest
tree.

Auuunmmmmnmmm
Tears build in May's eyes.
Terrified, Joel reaches out for her hand.

He stares at the valley bel ow
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May, not w thout reservations follows his gaze before they
bot h neet eyes.
HAND | N HAND, THEY TURN AND BOLT DOM THE RI DGE LI NE
EXT. RETURN DESCENDI NG TRAI L- NI GHT
THEY APPEAR FROM ARCUND A BEND AND BACK ONTO THE TRAI L.
A bright light from[the craft above] pulses as it foll ows.

They reach a straight trail down the nountain side and
attenpt to gain speed

Aunmmmmmmpphh.

The white light peaks, in a nmultitude of colors as it closes
in.

Hummmphhhh

In sl ow node, they run as hard as they can.
HuuuuMVTMIM .

MAY AND JOEL PEER UP I N HORROR

Tears stream down May's cheeks as she feels Joel's hand pul
from her own.

she turns to himas he is pulled behind.

JOEL
Pl ease.. Run!

May shakes her head.

Through tears she pushes to keep one foot in front of the
ot her.

Joel watches her and slow s to a stop.
May turns back. .

MAY
No, No, No!

Joel smiles at her.. as he does he rai ses one hand.

Auuunmmmmmmm
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Joel appears to float up before he is taken into the craft.
The craft rotates onto its axis

HunmMVPHNhh.

An incredibly bright flash.

The craft noves at a high rate of speed into the pink and
purpl e horizon.

May sobs as she wat ches..
After a beat she stunbles down the trail.
EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L- DAY

A QUI ET, H GH ESTABLI SHI NG SHOT OF THE OLD REDWOOD CANYON | N
THE EARLY MORNI N ENSHROUDED BY M ST AND FOG

HEAVY PANTI NG REVEALS SHAKY AND TREMBLI NG STEPS THROUGH DI RT
AND GRAVEL.

MAY' S BREATH PLUMES THROUGH THE COLD MORNI NG Al R

Wrn, tattered and shivering, May wills her self ahead.
A breeze bl ows past, May slows and gl ances back in fear.
A LONG QU ET SECOND LATER SHE CONTI NUES ON

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L, PARKI NG LOT- DAY

A VEH CLE TURNS OFF.

The doors open and a couple early 30's step out.

THEY DAVWN BACKPACKS, CLOSE THE DOORS, AND WALK AWAY. .
Their vehicle beeps tw ce.

THE COUPLE WALK PAST THE ENTRY PO NT TO THE TRAI L AND S| GN
POST.

EXT. OLD REDWOOD TRAI L- DAY
May begins to falter with each step.

I N A CONSTANT STATE OF FEAR MAY STUMBLES FORWARD WHEN SHE
HEARS GRAVEL AND BUSHES MOVE AHEAD.
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Young Coupl e proudly hi ke al ong when they notice Muy.
YOUNG WOVAN QUI CKLY RECOGNI ZES MAY' S CONDI TI ON.
SPOTS THE COUPLE

sl ows, her body slunps and a wave of enotions flow over

begins to coll apse, the Couple rush to her side.
YOUNG LADY HOLDS MAY, MAY CAN T HELP TO SOB.
breaks into a quiet, un-consolable fit of tears.
attenpts to cover her face with one hand.

Young Lady, pulls May in to a hug.

Young Man stands up and begins to cautiously pan around.

A LONG BREEZE BLOWNS THROUGH THE FOREST, THE FOG STARTS TO
CLEAR

THE VI EW SLOALY RI SES TO REVEAL AN EVER EXPANDI NG FOREST AND
MOUNTAI NS.

RCOLL CREDI TS. .

.. FADE TO BLACK
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